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The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 9, 2010.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DONNA F.
EDWARDS to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2009, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 30 minutes and each Mem-
ber, other than the majority and mi-
nority leaders and the minority whip,
limited to 5 minutes.

———

HONORING WOMEN OF TOMORROW
MENTOR AND SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize a wonder-
ful organization, the Women of Tomor-
row Mentor and Scholarship Program.
As a former educator and Florida cer-
tified teacher with a doctorate in edu-
cation from the University of Miami, I
know first hand the importance of pro-
viding our children every opportunity
to succeed. The Women of Tomorrow

Program is a local lifeline for at-risk
young women. This pioneering program
pairs extremely accomplished profes-
sional women with small groups of at-
risk teenage girls in ©public high
schools for a 4-year mentoring pro-
gram.

These mentoring women who could
be judges, doctors, lawyers, indeed
from all walks of life, they are all vol-
unteers who are dedicated to showing
teenage girls the possibilities that
exist if they stay on the right track.

The Women of Tomorrow Program
gives students the hope and inspiration
needed to be successful, productive, ac-
tive adults. The volunteers build self-
confidence, assist the girls in achieving
academic success, and help students
give back to their community in both a
constructive and positive manner.

Founded in 1997 by veteran TV jour-
nalist Jennifer Valoppi and Telemundo
president Don Browne, Women of To-
morrow is an unrivaled positive and
growing force within our south Florida
community. Dozens of public high
schools throughout south Florida have
implemented the Women of Tomorrow
Program. These schools allow over
2,000 young women to be helped by this
program. And the high school gradua-
tion rate of students in the program is
nearly 90 percent.

The Women of Tomorrow Program is
inspiring at-risk young women to
achieve their fullest potential through
a strong education. And since 2000, the
Women of Tomorrow project has pre-
sented $2.3 million in scholarship value
to over 800 graduates of their program
for college. The support offered by the
volunteers of Women of Tomorrow give
these young women the confidence to
pursue a college degree, to realize that
they can achieve their goals.

The incredible impact this program
has had on south Florida in helping
countless troubled youth achieve suc-
cess is truly phenomenal. It is because
of the commitment of dedicated volun-

teers, mentors, and staff at Women of
Tomorrow that this innovative pro-
gram has been such an immense suc-
cess.

As a proud grandmother of a beau-
tiful baby girl, I know our girls deserve
a program like Women of Tomorrow. I
look forward to hearing more about all
of the future successes of each young
woman that is involved in Women of
Tomorrow, and congratulate everyone
involved for their everyday victory for
our children.

I include for the RECORD the wonder-
ful board of directors that guides the
Women of Tomorrow Program.

Madam Speaker, at this time | would like to
submit for the RECORD the board of directors
for the Women of Tomorrow Mentor & Schol-
arship Program: Jennifer Valoppi, Television
Journalist & Author, Founder & President; Don
Browne, President, Telemundo Network, Co-
Founder & Vice President; The Honorable
Katherine Fernandez Rundle, Miami-Dade
State Attorney, Founding Mentor & Co-Vice
President; Betty Amos, President, The Abkey
Companies, Founding Mentor, Board Member
& Treasurer; Judge Judith Kreeger, Miami-
Dade County Circuit Court, Founding Mentor
& Secretary; Jamie Byington, Tax Partner,
Cherry, Bekaert & Holland, L.L.P., Board
Member; Donna Feldman, CPA, PA, Mentor &
Board Member; Marisa Toccin, President,
Linea Luxe Lifestyle, Board Member; Lisa
Stewart Hughes, Vice President, Compliance,
Telemundo/NBC Universal, Board Member;
Dr. Diane Walder, MD, PA, Founding Mentor
& Board Member.

———

RESTORING AMERICANS’ NET
WORTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, since it began in 2007, the
Great Recession has caused tremen-
dous hardships throughout the Nation.
Millions of Americans have lost their
jobs, in increasingly larger numbers
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every month, including 741,000 in Janu-
ary 2009 alone. Our economy contracted
an astounding 5.4 percent in the fourth
quarter of 2008, and an unbelievable 6.4
percent as this Congress and the
Obama administration were taking of-
fice in the first quarter of 2009. Fore-
closures were skyrocketing, up 81 per-
cent in 2008, with more than 2.3 million
homes in default or seized. Our econ-
omy was on the brink. Nowhere was
that more evident than in the precipi-
tous drop of American households’ net
worth.

I brought a visual aid today because
words alone cannot do this loss justice.
From December 2007 through March
2009, Americans lost $17.5 trillion in net
worth. That is trillion with a ‘‘t.”” That
is larger than the entire economy of
the United States. If we dedicated the
entire output of the U.S. economy,
every penny spent by every single per-
son, it still would not equal that loss.
It represented a loss of $56,000 for every
single person in our country.

I am not talking about the value of a
business, or corporate profit. The net
worth of American households is their
401(k) and retirement accounts. It is in
the value of their children’s education
fund. It is their emergency savings and
nest eggs. It is the equity in their
homes, the single largest asset most
Americans have. In fact, foreclosed
homes have decreased the equity of ex-
isting homeowners by $502 billion
alone. American homeowners who al-
ways have remained current on their
mortgage payments nonetheless have
lost more than half a trillion dollars in
equity, simply because of those fore-
closures. And the broader housing mar-
ket troubles have only exacerbated
that loss.

This long red line represents that
loss. It represents $17.5 trillion of lost
college payments, $17.5 trillion of de-
layed retirement, $17.5 trillion Ilost
from the American dream.

This blue line represents the return
to growth for that net worth. One of
the very first acts this Congress under-
took was to pass the Recovery Act. The
economy was in free fall, and Ameri-
cans were literally losing trillions of
dollars. And it worked. The first quar-
ter after we passed the Recovery Act,
the economy slipped only 0.7 percent,
and by the end of last year it had re-
covered and grown by 5.9 percent, the
largest increase in 6 years.

Housing prices had an unprecedented
22 straight months of decline starting
in 2007, leaving more than 20 percent of
all homeowners underwater with nega-
tive equity. Not only are these home-
owners unable to access home equity in
case of emergencies, they cannot sell
their homes without risking bank-
ruptcy if they need to relocate for their
jobs. As a result of our actions through
the Recovery Act, and the extension
and expansion of the first time home
buyers tax credit, and overall mortgage
refinancing support, housing prices sta-
bilized. And in December 2009, they
grew for the seventh consecutive
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month. While their value has not fully
recovered, the average home sale price
increased $45,000 from January 2009
through January of this year, restoring
tens of thousands of dollars in equity
to each homeowner.

The stock market, representing the
retirement funds, 401(k)s and life sav-
ings of so many Americans, has grown
almost 60 percent since its March 2009
low. Although there is still a way to go
to fully restore the value, the increases
have been steady.

The result of these improvements to
the American people is the blue line. It
is $6 trillion of value restored to Amer-
ican households. Madam Speaker, I ask
you to look at that red line again. The
decline was continuous until our inter-
ventions. Since our actions, the growth
has been continuous.

We are not out of the woods just yet.
Households lost value every month for
the longest recession since World War
II. But we have turned the corner, and
Americans today have $5 trillion more
in net worth because of our actions.
That is why it is vital to stay the
course so we can continue to help every
homeowner recover their life savings
and restore prosperity to every house-
hold.

————

HEALTH CARE REFORM THAT
WORKS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I came
to talk about health reform, but would
first note that the gentleman from Vir-
ginia fails to mention that the econ-
omy began its nose-dive when Demo-
crats took control of Congress in Janu-
ary 2007. For 54 months before that,
with a Republican President and Re-
publican control of Congress, the econ-
omy was doing very well and growing.

Madam Speaker, the American peo-
ple have spoken loud and clear: they do
not want a government takeover of
health care. They want sensible, step
by step health care reform that works.
But the White House is not listening.
Instead, they are proposing expensive
new entitlements that will only worsen
the Federal Government’s finances and
North Carolina family budgets. At
least there is one thing we agree on: we
need to have a bill that will lower the
cost of health care in America. But you
don’t lower the cost of health care in
America by creating expensive, new,
government-run programs. The best
way to lower the cost of health care is
by empowering patients, putting pa-
tients in charge of their health care,
not insurance companies and certainly
not the government, is the solution.

While I agree with President Obama
that we need to lower the cost of
health care, the problem is that his
proposals, which are simply retreads of
the House and Senate bills, will not
really lower costs. They are simply a
trillion-dollar expansion of government
control.
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Lower costs will stem from patients
who are empowered in making health
care decisions through innovations like
expanded health savings accounts and
by making sure that the trial lawyers
who are driving up the cost of health
care with a blizzard of frivolous law-
suits are reined in.

So we should start over. Starting
over is the single best way to produce
bipartisan legislation that the public
can support. We should focus on work-
ing step by step to enact commonsense
health care reform that will lower
costs for families and small businesses
and expand access to affordable, high-
quality care.

Republicans have been talking about
a step-by-step approach for months.
This approach would allow individuals
to buy health care across State lines,
cover people with preexisting condi-
tions, improve access to health savings
accounts, as well as enact medical li-
ability reform. The nonpartisan Con-
gressional Budget Office estimates that
such a commonsense plan would reduce
deficits by $68 billion and reduce pri-
vate insurance premiums by up to 10
percent. This is a plan that doesn’t
grow the government, and it is a plan
that reduces cost without a govern-
ment takeover and without breaking
the budget or soaking taxpayers.
Madam Speaker, it is a plan that will
work for the American people.

———
BORDER SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Arizona (Mrs. KIRKPATRICK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona.
Madam Speaker, for too many years
the Mexican drug cartels have taken
advantage of our unsecured borders,
smuggling drugs and people into our
country in exchange for the illegal
weapons and cash they use to keep
their supply routes open.

For too many years, failed policies
from the Federal Government allowed
these violent gangs to grow and thrive.
Politicians in Washington fought each
other rather than dealing with the
problem. As a result, crime is spilling
over into Arizona and throughout the
entire Southwest.

While our State, local, and tribal law
enforcement do a great job with the re-
sources they have, they cannot do this
job alone. Securing our borders is the
responsibility of the Federal Govern-
ment, and the Federal Government has
to live up to that responsibility. This
government has begun to give this dan-
ger the attention it deserves, but there
is so much more that has to be done to
make up for years of neglect.

I am fighting for the folks in my dis-
trict who have to live with the con-
sequences of Washington’s mistakes,
and I am continuing to push for the
support that our border agents need. I
will not let up. As a part of my efforts,
I am happy to announce that I will be
touring the Arizona-Mexico border
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later this week. I will be visiting with
our border agents on duty, accom-
panying them on the job and hearing
directly from them about how I can
help to address the challenges they
face. I am ready and eager for this op-
portunity to make sure that the voice
of our law enforcement on the front
lines is heard and not the voice of poli-
ticians playing games in Washington.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 44
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

————
O 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Wake the world with song. Let the
whole day be filled with blessing.

For the Lord of Creation rejoices and
is with His people.

May all the peoples of the Earth turn
to their Redeemer and seek justice for
the most forsaken.

Lord, grant healing to the sick and
freedom to the addicted.

May today be a new beginning of
goodness and lead to peace.

Such is our prayer and our hope in
You, O Lord, both now and forever.
Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. POE) come forward and
lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

Mr. POE of Texas led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
CHU) laid before the House the fol-
lowing resignation from the House of
Representatives:
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 5, 2010.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: I write to inform
you that as of 5 p.m. Monday, March 8th, I
will resign my position as the Federal Rep-
resentative for the 29th Congressional Dis-
trict.

Sincerely,
ERIC J.J. MASSA,
Member of Congress.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of
the resignation of the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MASsA), the whole num-
ber of the House is 431.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 5, 2010.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
March 5, 2010 at 3:03 p.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 2961.

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 236.

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 239.

Appointments: (2)

Board of Directors of the Office of Compli-
ance.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM OFFICE
MANAGER, THE HONORABLE
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MEM-
BER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Andrea Bragg, Office
Manager, the Honorable CAROLYN C.
KILPATRICK, Member of Congress:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 1, 2010.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify
you formally, pursuant to rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I
have been served with a grand jury subpoena
for testimony by the United States District
Court for the Eastern District of Michigan.

After consultation with the Office of the
General Counsel, I have determined that
compliance with the subpoena is consistent
with the precedents and privileges of the
House.

Sincerely,
ANDREA BRAGG,
Office Manager.
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JOINT REAPPOINTMENT OF INDI-
VIDUALS TO BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS OF OFFICE OF COMPLI-
ANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 301 of the Congressional
Accountability Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C.
1381), as amended by Public Law 111-
114, the Chair announces on behalf of
the Speaker and Minority Leader of
the House of Representatives and the
Majority and Minority Leaders of the
United States Senate their joint re-
appointment of the following individ-
uals on March 5, 2010, each to a 5-year
term on the Board of Directors of the
Office of Compliance:

Alan V. Friedman, California

Susan S. Robfogel, New York

Barbara Childs Wallace, Mississippi
and, in addition, their joint designa-
tion of:

Barbara L.
D.C., Chair

Camens, Washington,

——————

IN MEMORIAM—THE HONORABLE
FRANCISCO CASTRO ADA

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SABLAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
to pay tribute to a man who served our
country and who served the Northern
Mariana Islands with great honor and
distinction.

The Honorable Francisco Castro Ada
passed away on March 2. His state fu-
neral is on Wednesday.

Mr. Ada pulled himself up by his own
efforts, but his efforts always pulled up
others as well.

He had to go to Guam to get a high
school diploma, but he returned home
to teach others. He went to Hawaii to
earn a college degree, and again, he re-
turned home to help his community.

He served as district administrator
for the United Nations Trust Territory
of the Pacific Islands, overseeing the
Northern Marianas’ transition to a
Commonwealth of the United States.
Then he was elected as our first Lieu-
tenant Governor. Though a public fig-
ure, Mr. Ada never lost touch with his
family.

His guidance shows that the Ada
family is one of our most distin-
guished—a doctor, lawyers, public serv-
ants—each leaders in their own right
and, in many ways, Francisco C. Ada’s
greatest legacy.

———

BRITISH MAN DIES OF THIRST IN
GOVERNMENT HOSPITAL

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
the United States broke away from our
mother country over 200 years ago. The
decision to throw off our royal rulers
looks even better today.

England has government-run health
care, and it’s dangerous to omne’s
health.
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Recently, the London Daily Mail re-
ported the story of Kane Gorny:

Kane was a 22-year-old man who had
hip replacement surgery under Eng-
land’s government-run health care sys-
tem. Afterwards, reports say he was ne-
glected by hospital staff. He was not
even given his medications. Kane was
immobile. He couldn’t even get a drink
of water on his own. So Kane called the
police and begged them to bring him
some water. When the police showed
up, they were turned away by hospital
staff, who said Kane was a problem pa-
tient.

The next day, Kane died of thirst in
that government-run hospital in Lon-
don. The police are investigating.

Madam Speaker, importing govern-
ment-run health care into America
would be unhealthy for everybody. Just
ask the family of Kane Gorny, who died
of dehydration in that British-run hos-
pital.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

RECLAIMING OUR CONSTITU-
TIONAL RESPONSIBILITY AND
OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, in
2001 I joined the House in voting for the
authorization for the use of military
force.

In nearly 9 years, it has become clear
that the authorization for the use of
military force is being used carte
blanche for circumventing Congress’
role as a coequal branch of govern-
ment.

Both the Bush and the Obama admin-
istrations have cited that the 2001 au-
thorization of the use of military force
is justification for the military esca-
lation in Afghanistan, for holding pris-
oners indefinitely in Guantanamo or at
Bagram Air Force Base, and even for
mass domestic spying on U.S. citizens
in violation of our most basic constitu-
tional principles.

Tomorrow, the House will consider H.
Con. Res. 248, a resolution that would
require the President to withdraw U.S.
Armed Forces from Afghanistan by De-
cember 31, 2010.

As U.S. Armed Forces and our allies
begin the first in a series of large mili-
tary operations in Afghanistan, this
House must be heard from. We must re-
claim our constitutional responsibility
and our responsibility to the American
people.

——————

EMPOWERMENT

(Mr. NEUGEBAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Madam Speaker,
in today’s Wall Street Journal, Direc-
tor of the Congressional Budget Office,
Douglas Elmendorf, an appointee of
Speaker PELOSI, stated, ‘“The U.S. Fed-
eral budget deficit is on a trajectory
that poses significant economic risks.”
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According to Mr. Elmendorf, ‘‘the
U.S. is entering unfamiliar territory in
its level of public debt.” In fact, a re-
port by the CBO shows that the Presi-
dent’s budget drives debt to an alarm-
ing 90 percent of our economy by 2020,
making the U.S. public debt load one of
the highest.

The Federal Government must rein
in its spending, and it must cut costs,
just as families and businesses all
across the 19th Congressional District
are doing.

We have two paths on which to set
our compass. We can set our path to-
wards empowerment or we can set our
path towards entitlement. One offers
opportunity and hope; the other offers
uncertainties.

America deserves a choice that gets
the budget and the economy back on a
sustainable path.

————————

THE FIGHT FOR JOBS ON MAIN
STREET

(Mr. PERRIELLO asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PERRIELLO. Madam Speaker,
within weeks in my district, we will be
upon the summer construction season.

Construction is not a Democrat idea
or a Republican idea. It’s just some-
thing we need to do to rebuild America.
In fact, we’d be well on our way if it
weren’t for the gigantic snowstorms
having set back the building season.
We have a chance across the aisle, in a
short period of time, to address the
issue of construction.

For my nieces and nephews, summer
may just mean time off from school,
but for many of our small businesses
around the country, it means a time to
gear up. Many have taken losses year
after year, quarter after quarter, in the
hopes that this year will be the time
we can get back on top.

If housing starts are not going to
pick up in time, we know we can build
other things. We can build infrastruc-
ture. We can retrofit existing building
stock. These are good jobs that rebuild
the competitive advantage of this
country.

This town is too paralyzed by par-
tisanship. We have an opportunity to
rise above that and to say, We will
meet this summer construction season.
We will not flirt with a double-dip re-
cession just as we are starting to pull
out of it. These are good commonsense
ideas that make sense back on Main
Street. That’s what we need to be
fighting for here.

———
0 1415

SUPPORT SPENDING LIMIT
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITU-
TION

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, Federal
spending is out of control, and the
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American people know it. Our Nation
is facing a fiscal crisis of epic propor-
tions. In the past 5 years, Federal
spending has climbed from a historic
average of 20 percent of the American
economy to nearly 25 percent today,
and it is rising.

According to the Congressional Budg-
et Office, the first 5 months of this fis-
cal year, the Federal Government ran a
deficit of $6565 billion, keeping the
country on track for a record $1.6 tril-
lion deficit this year.

After years of trying to rein in Fed-
eral spending under Republican and
Democrat administrations, the Amer-
ican people want fiscal discipline and
they want new ideas. That is why Con-
gressmen JEB HENSARLING, JOHN CAMP-
BELL, and I introduced the Spending
Limit Amendment to the Constitution
of the United States. Under our amend-
ment, absent a declaration of war or a
two-thirds vote in the Congress, Con-
gress would be required to adhere to its
historic percentage of the economy.

For the last 60 years, we have only
taken 20 cents on the American dollar
out of this economy. It is time we put
that limit in the Constitution of the
United States. If we fail to act, our
children will be less free, less pros-
perous, and less secure. It is time for a
spending limit amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States.

———

AMERICANS SAY MEDIA ARE
BIASED

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, more than seven in ten Americans
say that news sources are biased, ac-
cording to a recent survey by the Pew
Research Center. This opinion is con-
sistent across party lines. Eight in ten
Republicans say the news is slanted, as
do two-thirds of the Democrats and
three-quarters of the Independents. Not
surprisingly, this is the fifth recent
poll that has found Americans don’t
trust the media.

The reason is simple: On important
issues like job creation, government
spending, treatment of terrorists, and
the Senate reconciliation procedure,
the national media present the news
from a liberal point of view.

If the media wants to restore Ameri-
cans’ trust, they should report all the
facts, not just one side.

——————

EDITORIALS ACROSS SOUTH CARO-
LINA CONDEMN PRESIDENT’S
DECISION ON YUCCA MOUNTAIN

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, the President’s recent
budget proposal to Congress kills fund-
ing for Yucca Mountain. Without a safe
and secure location like Yucca Moun-
tain, nuclear energy development in
America cannot progress.
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Newspaper editorials throughout
South Carolina have condemned the
President’s unilateral move. Last year,
the Charleston Post and Courier blast-
ed the President’s decision as ‘“‘breath-
takingly irresponsible.”

The Aiken Standard from February
17 says that the ‘“‘president’s lack of
faith in using Yucca Mountain for nu-
clear waste sends a mixed signal to
Americans.”

The Greenville News on February 21
said that ‘‘the Obama administration
has broken a long-standing Federal
promise to deal with the Nation’s nu-
clear waste.”

And in the Lexington County Chron-
icle on March 4, Mark Bellune edito-
rialized, ‘‘liberals would stick us with
nuclear waste.”

I urge Congress and the administra-
tion to put politics aside on this issue
that has serious implications for Amer-
ica’s energy future and national secu-
rity from terrorist attacks.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

—————

NASA STOPPING DREAMS FROM
BECOMING A REALITY

(Mr. BISHOP of Utah asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speak-
er, NASA recently announced and un-
veiled a new interactive computer sim-
ulation that allows kids to pretend to
be going to the space station, the
Moon, Mars and beyond. They said it
would excite young people.

Sometimes, though, our new NASA
administrators are too shy. What they
failed to announce is that also the pre-
liminary design review on Constella-
tion was finished successfully, which
means that after exhaustive scientific
and technical review, there are no
technical issues that can stop Con-
stellation from doing that for which it
was designed, to replace the space
shuttle with a flight capacity that is 10
times safer than the space shuttle.

You see, Madam Speaker, it is nice to
come up with computer games to in-
spire kids, but it is also cruel to stop
the only programs that can make those
dreams a reality. There is nothing
technically that can stop Constellation
from fulfilling its mission, except poli-
tics. Thanks, NASA.

———

HONORING U.S. ARMY SPECIALIST
ALAN N. DIKCIS

(Mr. LEE of New York asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. LEE of New York. Madam Speak-
er, I rise this afternoon to honor a true
American hero, U.S. Army Specialist
Alan N. Dikcis, a native of Wheatfield,
New York. Sadly, on March 5, while
serving his second tour of duty, Spe-
cialist Dikcis lost his life when he was
struck by a roadside bomb in Afghani-
stan.
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Specialist Dikcis enlisted in the
Army shortly after graduating from
Niagara-Wheatfield High School in 2006
and had hoped to spend his career serv-
ing his country.

He enjoyed spending time outside,
whether it was going for a hike or
riding on his motorcycle or his four-
wheeler, and he enjoyed spending time
with those he loved, his family and his
friends. As Specialist Dikcis’ step-
mother recently said, ‘‘Alan loved
being in the Army. He was proud of his
work. He made us proud. He made his
daughter proud.”’

I ask that the House join me in
thanking Specialist Dikcis for his hon-
orable service to our great Nation, and
I extend our condolences to his family
and friends, who had Alan taken from
them far too soon.

———————

TIME FOR CONGRESS TO LISTEN
TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Mr. BROUN of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, the 111th Congress is starting
its 10th week of this session, and what
have we done to help the American
family and our small business men and
women? Absolutely nothing, Madam
Speaker. Absolutely nothing.

We have not passed any legislation
that would create jobs, that would
lower health care costs, or jump-start
our struggling economy. Instead, con-
gressional leaders continue to show
their arrogance, ignorance, and incom-
petence by ramming through job-kill-
ing legislation that will increase taxes
and increase uncertainty for families
and businesses.

Madam Speaker, 15 million Ameri-
cans are without jobs. Yet Democratic
leaders are still forcing their unpopular
and unconstitutional health care man-
dates, and implementing policies that
will actually discourage job growth.

The American people want Wash-
ington to start over. It is time for con-
gressional leaders to listen to the
American people and work on real
issues and real solutions.

————

AMERICAN PEOPLE DON'T WANT
CURRENT HEALTH CARE BILL

(Mr. ROE of Tennessee asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, Democrats are once again
rushing to meet an artificial deadline
to pass their government takeover of
our Nation’s health care system, and it
is clear that the majority of the Amer-
ican people don’t want this bill.

Republicans have been clear about
why reforms being proposed should be
scrapped. This proposal will increase
costs, decrease quality, and decrease
access to care for the vast majority of
Americans. I can say this unequivo-
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cally as a physician and as a Tennessee
resident who has experienced
TennCare, our State Medicaid program,
firsthand. Small businesses that are
dealing with the worst recession in dec-
ades will have to lay off workers and
cut back on wages to deal with the new
mandates.

The end result is what we are dealing
with in Tennessee right now: rationed
care. To meet its budget, the State is
limiting TennCare patients to eight
visits per year to a physician and
$10,000 paid to providers, no matter
what the costs.

While we can’t make our State Med-
icaid program work as is, Democrats in
Congress want to expand it. In the end,
what is happening in Tennessee will
happen to everyone in America, and
that is the wrong solution.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Recorded votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken after 6:30 p.m.
today.

——
NATIONAL ROBOTICS WEEK

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 1055), supporting
the designation of National Robotics
Week as an annual event.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1055

Whereas the United States has the largest
number of academic and research organiza-
tions with dedicated programs focused on the
advancement of robotics technology;

Whereas robotics has matured into an all-
encompassing and enabling technology that,
as a pillar of 21st century American innova-
tion, is positioned to fuel a broad array of
next generation products and applications,
transform our society, and become as ubiq-
uitous over the next several decades as desk-
top and mobile computing technology is
today;

Whereas the emerging market for service
robotics in various sectors, including
healthcare, national defense, homeland secu-
rity, energy, manufacturing, logistics, trans-
portation, agriculture, education, consumer
goods, and others, is expected to grow at a
compound annual growth rate of nearly 20
percent over the next few years to become a
worldwide $27 billion industry;

Whereas robotics is a critical technology
capable in the near term of contributing to
the economic recovery by creating new jobs,
increasing productivity, improving quality,
and increasing worker safety, and equally
capable over time of addressing the longer
term labor and healthcare issues expected to
result from the 40 percent increase in num-
ber of the Nation’s elderly over the next 20
years;
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Whereas robotics technology holds tremen-
dous potential for reducing the cost of
healthcare delivery, stimulating the dis-
covery and development of new procedures
and treatments for a wide variety of diseases
and disorders, improving the standard and
accessibility of care, providing individuals
with disabilities, especially injured veterans,
with greater independence and dignity, and
enhancing overall patient health outcomes;

Whereas robotics technology is proving es-
sential to our national defense and homeland
security by enabling the ongoing develop-
ment and fielding of unmanned air, ground,
and maritime systems that today help keep
our Nation’s war-fighters and protectors out
of harm’s way, and in the long run will serve
as a highly effective force multiplier;

Whereas robotics is a key transformative
technology that can revolutionize American
manufacturing by enabling small and mid-
sized companies to cost effectively combine
highly skilled workers and highly adaptable,
precise, and reliable equipment to create and
make high value products in high-stakes in-
dustries;

Whereas robotics is rapidly proving to be
one of the most effective, compelling, and
engaging means for teaching and reinforcing
fundamental science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics (STEM) concepts as
well as inspiring the Nation’s youth to pur-
sue STEM-related careers thereby helping to
create a highly-skilled, 21st century Amer-
ican workforce;

Whereas America’s ability to maintain its
leadership position and be both globally
competitive and cooperative in a wide range
of rapidly emerging markets is being cur-
rently challenged by other regions, including
the European Union, Korea, and Japan, who
have committed to making multi-billion dol-
lar, long-term investments in further devel-
oping and commercializing robotics tech-
nology;

Whereas there is a strong need to recognize
America’s leadership in robotics technology,
educate the public on robotics technology’s
broad potential, growing importance, and fu-
ture impact on American society, underscore
the need for increased investment in robotics
technology research and development, and
inspire the Nation’s youth to pursue careers
in robotics and other STEM-related fields;
and

Whereas the second week in April each
year is designated as ‘‘National Robotics
Week”’, recognizing the accomplishments of
Isaac Asimov, who immigrated to America,
taught science, wrote science books for chil-
dren and adults, first used the term robotics,
developed the Three Laws of Robotics, and
died in April, 1992: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the designation of National
Robotics Week (NRW) as an annual event;

(2) encourages institutions of higher edu-
cation and companies which utilize robotics
technology to hold open houses during NRW
to help explain the technology and its appli-
cations;

(3) encourages science museums to orga-
nize events and demonstrations during NRW
that help to educate and engage the public
on the utility, importance, and impact of ro-
botics technology;

(4) encourages schools, clubs, and organiza-
tions to hold open houses, organize local
competitions, and demonstrate student ac-
tivities relating to the field of robotics tech-
nology;

(5) encourages activities that advance the
use of robotics to revolutionize the way fun-
damental science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics (STEM) concepts are
taught in the classroom and that highlight
the success that robotics competitions orga-
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nized by groups such as For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and Technology
(FIRST) are having at inspiring students to
pursue STEM-related careers; and

(6) affirms the growing importance of ro-
botics technology and supports all other ef-
forts to increase national awareness of the
technology and its impact on the future of
the Nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. BAIRD) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HALL) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Washington.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
1055, the resolution now under consid-
eration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?

There was no objection.

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of H.R. 1055, a
resolution supporting the designation
of National Robotics Week as an an-
nual event.

National Robotics Week is observed
the second week of April. Its purpose is
to celebrate the United States as a
leader in robotics technology develop-
ment, to educate the public about how
robotics technology impacts our soci-
ety, and to inspire students of all ages
to pursue careers in robotics and other
science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics fields.

Robotics technology is an increas-
ingly important technology for United
States innovation and competitiveness,
helping to create new jobs and increase
productivity. It has potentially trans-
formative implications for a broad
range of sectors, including health care,
national defense, homeland security,
energy, manufacturing, transportation,
and agriculture.

At the same time, as the United
States struggles to maintain a highly
skilled STEM workforce, robotics tech-
nology has the ability to inspire young
people and get them excited about
science and technology. It is precisely
this kind of enthusiasm that robotics
technology and robotics competitions
offer to our children that will encour-
age them to consider careers in STEM-
related fields.

I particularly want to thank and ac-
knowledge the hard work of Represent-
atives MIKE DOYLE from Pennsylvania
and PHIL GINGREY from Georgia for in-
troducing this bipartisan resolution.
Representatives DOYLE and GINGREY
are the co-chairs of the Congressional
Robotics Caucus, and they have made
it a priority to educate Members of
Congress about robotics technology
and the important role that it plays in
our competitiveness.

I would urge support of this resolu-
tion.
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Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker,
I rise in support of H. Res. 1055, sup-
porting the goals and ideals of National
Robotics Week, and I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

National Robotics Week, which annu-
ally occurs during the second full week
of April, recognizes the transformative
role of robotics technology, the ability
of robotics to inspire and educate, and
the need to underscore education at all
levels. This event celebrates the U.S.
as a leader in robotics technology,
which becomes more prevalent in our
lives with each passing year.

The mission of National Robotics
Week is to educate the public about the
social and cultural impacts of robotics
technology and to inspire students of
all ages to pursue careers in robotics
and other science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics-related
fields.

Events are scheduled around the
country for this purpose. For those who
cannot attend in person, the National
Robotics Week Web site provides other
ways for parents and teachers to get
involved.

Affecting numerous sectors of our
economy, including national defense,
robotics will continue to be an emerg-
ing market, with substantial growth
expected. As such it is important for us
to recognize the many aspects of the
specialized field.

Despite the projected growth, the
United States is facing a shortage of
graduates in STEM-related fields. Na-
tional Robotics Week is yet another
tool to help parents and teachers moti-
vate and inspire our children to learn
about the exciting role robotics plays
in our everyday world. Somewhere out
there, the next Isaac Asimov is receiv-
ing inspiration. Perhaps it is at a Na-
tional Robotics Week event.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I would
just mention, as my dear friend from
Texas pointed out, that anybody who
has had the opportunity to visit some
of these nationwide competitions and
see the enthusiasm of these young peo-
ple as their robots compete in every-
thing from pushing balls around to try
to score goals in robotic soccer to
mock combat, what you really see is
people who have really put their hearts
and minds into something, an enthusi-
astic learning experience that, as Mr.
HALL pointed out, will really inspire
these people to careers in science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math.

We need more of these folks, and this
legislation helps champion that idea. I
again urge its passage.

I have no further requests for time,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DOYLE. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
support of H. Res. 1055, legislation to support
the designation of National Robotics Week as
an annual event.

| introduced this legislation because the in-
crease in the number of emerging and poten-
tial applications for robotics is astounding, and
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| believe Americans should know more about
the important role the field of robotics will play
in our national security and economic health in
the coming decades.

Robotics has come a long way in the last 20
years, but most Americans still think of real-life
robots as confined to the assembly line. Noth-
ing could be further from the truth.

Recently, we’'ve seen advanced next-gen-
eration robotics playing an important role in
our military for our national defense. Un-
manned aerial vehicles today provide life-sav-
ing reconnaissance support for our troops in
Irag and Afghanistan, and the rocket-armed
Predator UAV is reportedly the most effective
tool we have for attacking the Al-Qaeda and
Taliban leadership and infrastructure. In addi-
tion, our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan have
benefited greatly from the development and
deployment of mobile robots that detect and
disarm IEDs—the improvised explosive de-
vices that have posed the greatest threat to
our troops on the ground in those countries.

Robotics is growing in economic importance
as well. Robots are now being used to per-
form surgeries, fill prescriptions, and deliver
supplies and materials, in addition to the role
they’ve filled for many years working on the
assembly line. The Robotics Industry Associa-
tion estimates that nearly 200,000 robots are
now used in the United States, and it's esti-
mated that more than one million robots are
being used worldwide. Even during the current
economic downturn, orders for robotic tech-
nology in the pharmaceutical, biomedical, and
food and consumer goods sectors rose signifi-
cantly.

The emerging market for robotics in various
sectors, including health care, national de-
fense, homeland security, energy, manufac-
turing, logistics, transportation, agriculture,
education, and consumer goods, is expected
to grow at an annual rate of nearly 20 percent
over the next few years to become a $27 bil-
lion industry worldwide, and one new study
predicts that the personal robotics market for
products like the Aibo, the iSobot, the Looj,
and the Roomba will be worth $15 billion by
2015.

It's clear to me that robotics technology will
drive much of the growth in the world econ-
omy in the coming decades, much as com-
puter technology did over the last 30 years,
and | want America to be the world leader in
this exciting technology.

I’'m proud to note that the Congressional
District | have the honor of representing is al-
ready a world leader in researching and devel-
oping robotics technology. In 1999, in fact, the
Wall Street Journal nicknamed Pittsburgh
“Roboburgh.”

Carnegie Mellon University has been lead-
ing the world in integrating robotic tech-
nologies into everyday life for over 30 years.
Carnegie Mellon’s Robotics Institute has near-
ly 350 full and part-time employees conducting
research in a number of robotics-related fields,
including space robotics, medical robotics,
computer vision, and artificial intelligence, to
name a few. All told, the Robotics Institute has
about 100 research projects and an annual re-
search budget of $55 million. Current projects
include a lunar prospector robot for NASA and
two USDA programs applying robotic tech-
nologies to agricultural production.

Pittsburgh is home to first generation com-
panies like Bombardier Transportation and
McKesson; and second generation companies
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such as RedZone, Seegrid, Aethon and RE
Squared.

Pittsburgh is also the long-time home of one
of the giants of the robotics industry, Red
Whitaker, distinguished professor of robotics
at Carnegie Mellon University and the leader
of the CMU team that won the 2007 DARPA
Grand Challenge, a cross-country long-dis-
tance race for robotic cars.

At the state-level, Pennsylvania has a total
of 45 robotics companies with over 2,000 em-
ployees. Nationwide, the figures are even larg-
er and growing dramatically. That is why the
Congressional Robotics Caucus was estab-
lished—and why we’re discussing National
Robotics Week here today.

National Robotics Week is the brainchild of
a number of universities and companies work-
ing to promote the development and adoption
of robotics technology. The consortium works
closely with the House Robotics Caucus,
which Representative GINGREY and | have the
honor of co-chairing.

The Robotics Caucus focuses on key issues
facing the nation’s traditional industrial robotics
industry and, perhaps even more importantly,
those issues critical to newly forming compa-
nies, markets, and industries based on ad-
vances in technology that enable robots to
perform functions beyond traditional assembly
line tasks and operate in environments beyond
the factory floor. Our goals include: Increasing
general awareness of robotics industry chal-
lenges and issues among Members of Con-
gress and policy analysts in federal govern-
ment; educating Members of Congress and
congressional staff on current and future re-
search, development, and utilization initiatives
regarding robotics; serving as a forum where
robotics-related policy issues can be ex-
changed, debated, and discussed; and ensur-
ing that our nation remains globally competi-
tive as the robotics industry rapidly expands
and begins to exert a profound effect on the
way our citizens live their lives.

Representative WAMP and | established the
Caucus in 2007. Today, the Caucus has over
30 members from across the country.

About a year ago, the group of universities
and businesses that serve on the advisory
committee for the Robotics Caucus completed
a national “road map” to promote robotics
technology.

One of the steps contained in the road map
was to raise public awareness of the potential
robotics holds for our nation’s growth in the
coming years and encourage young people to
pursue science, technology, engineering, and
math educations essential for maintaining U.S.
leadership in this important field. The road
map identified the establishment of an annual
national robotics week as a good way to help
achieve that goal. The week of April 10th to
18th this year will be the first of these annual
events to raise national awareness of robotics
technology and its potential impact on the fu-
ture of the Nation.

Over the course of that week, robotics com-
panies, museums, schools, and universities
will hold events to educate the public and get
young people interested in pursuing careers in
fields associated with robotics. In Pittsburgh,
for example, Carnegie Mellon University and
the Carnegie Science Center will be holding
open houses and other events for the public,
and there will be a demonstration of an un-
manned helicopter by SkEyes Unlimited, a
local robotics company.
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| introduced H. Res. 1055 earlier this year to
recognize the observation of National Robotics
Week. It's my hope that this Congressional
resolution will help give National Robotics
Week—and the important goals it seeks to
promote—a higher profile.

| urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation.

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| rise in strong support of H. Res. 1055, a res-
olution supporting the designation of the 2nd
week of April as National Robotics Week. As
co-chair of the Congressional Robotics Cau-
cus and lead Republican sponsor of this reso-
lution, | would like to commend my colleague
from Pennsylvania, Mr. DOYLE, for his leader-
ship in robotics and as the chief author of this
legislation.

Science, technology, engineering, and math-
ematics, STEM, education is instrumental to
our ability to stay at the cutting edge of the
global economy. Yet, the United States is fall-
ing behind the rest of the world in the number
of students that are graduating from STEM
fields.

Madam Speaker, according to a 2006 Asso-
ciation of American Universities study, 50 per-
cent of students in China receive their under-
graduate degrees in natural science or engi-
neering; in Singapore, that number is 67 per-
cent, and 38 percent of South Korea’s grad-
uates fall into these fields. Unfortunately, the
United States is lagging behind with a stag-
gering 15 percent of graduates in natural
science or engineering.

H. Res. 1055 reflects the support and un-
derstanding that the promotion of robotics will
help inspire current and future students to pur-
sue careers in robotics and other various
STEM-related fields. In addition to simply sup-
porting the designation of National Robotics
Week, this resolution encourages schools, uni-
versities, and other robotics companies to use
that week as a way to demonstrate the im-
pressive and ongoing technological advance-
ments in the field of robotics.

Madam Speaker, as a graduate of Georgia
Tech with a degree in chemistry, STEM edu-
cation is an issue that is near and dear to me,
and | am very happy to see this body consider
a resolution that supports National Robotics
Week. Robotics technology gives students a
“hands on” learning experience and can pro-
vide them with the tools to keep them en-
gaged in STEM fields with the hope that those
students will pursue higher education opportu-
nities and careers in those cutting edge fields.

| urge all of my colleagues to support H.
Res. 1055.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in strong support of H.
Res. 1055, “Supporting the designation of Na-
tional Robotics Week as an annual event,” in-
troduced by my distinguished colleague from
Pennsylvania, Representative DOYLE.

Robotics was a term first used by lIsaac
Asimov, who immigrated to America, wrote
science books for children and adults and de-
veloped the Three Laws of Robotics. Robotics
is rapidly proving to be one of the more effec-
tive, compelling, and engaging means for
teaching and reinforcing fundamental science,
technology, engineering, and mathematic,
STEM, concepts. It is also a major vehicle for
influencing the Nation’s youth to pursue
STEM-related careers, which is helping to cre-
ate a highly-skilled 21st century workforce.
Robotics is a key transformative technology
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that can revolutionize American manufacturing
by enabling small and mid-sized companies to
cost effectively combine highly skilled workers
and highly adaptable, precise, and reliable
equipment to create and make high value
products in high-stakes industries.

Robotics technology is essential to our na-
tional defense and homeland security in that it
enables the ongoing development and fielding
of unmanned air, ground, and maritime sys-
tems that today keep our Nation’s war-fighters
and protectors out of harm’s way, and in the
long run will serve as a highly effective force
multiplier. Robotics technology holds tremen-
dous potential for reducing the cost of health
care delivery, stimulating the discovery and
development of new procedures and treat-
ments for a variety of diseases and disorders,
improving the standard and accessibility of
care, providing individuals with disabilities, es-
pecially injured veterans, with greater inde-
pendence and dignity, thus enhancing overall
patient outcomes. Robotics is a critical tech-
nology capable in the near term of contributing
to the economic recovery by creating new
jobs, increasing productivity, improving quality,
and increasing worker safety.

The emerging market for service robotics in
various sectors, including health care, national
defense, homeland security, energy, manufac-
turing, logistics, transportation, agriculture,
education, consumer goods, and others, is ex-
pected to grow at a compound annual growth
rate of nearly 20 percent over the next few
years, to become a worldwide $27 billion in-
dustry. Robotics has matured into an all-en-
compassing and enabling technology that, as
a pillar of 21st century American innovation, is
positioned to fuel a broad array of next gen-
eration products and applications, transform
our society and become as ubiquitous over
the next several decades as desktop and mo-
bile computing technology today. The United
States has the largest number of academic
and research organizations with dedicated
programs focused on the advancement of ro-
botics technology.

| believe that supporting the designation of
National Robotics Week, NRW, as an annual
event will encourage all institutions of higher
education and companies which utilize robot-
ics technology to hold open houses during
NRW to help explain the technology and its
related applications. The week will allow
schools, clubs, and organizations to organize
local competitions, and demonstrate student
activities relating to the field of robotics tech-
nology, and provide science museums the op-
portunity to organize demonstrations that help
educate and engage the public. NRW will ulti-
mately increase the national awareness of this
particular type of technology and its impact on
the future of the Nation. The way that funda-
mental STEM-concepts are taught in the
classroom and how they highlight the success
that robotics competitions are organized by
groups such as For Inspiration and Recogni-
tion of Science and Technology, or FIRST, are
inspiring students to pursue STEM-related ca-
reers.

0 1430

Mr. HALL of Texas. I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. BAIRD. I would urge passage,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
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the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
BAIRD) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1055.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

CONGRATULATING WINNERS OF
NOBEL PRIZE IN PHYSICS

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 1069) congratulating
Willard S. Boyle and George E. Smith
for being awarded the Nobel Prize in
physics.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1069

Whereas breakthroughs in scientific re-
search are the building blocks of a produc-
tive, competitive, and healthy society;

Whereas the Nobel Prize is a prestigious
international award administered annually
by the Nobel Foundation in Stockholm, Swe-
den, and has since 1901 recognized the world’s
most outstanding achievements in physics;

Whereas, on December 10, 2009, in Stock-
holm, Sweden, Willard S. Boyle and George
E. Smith from Bell Laboratories in Murray
Hill, New Jersey, were awarded the Nobel
prize for physics for their invention of an im-
aging semiconductor circuit, the charge-cou-
pled devise (CCD), in addition to Charles K.
Kao from Standard Telecommunication Lab-
oratories in Harlow, United Kingdom, and
the Chinese University of Hong Kong in
Hong Kong, China, for his work concerning
the transmission of light in fibers for optical
communication;

Whereas Bell Laboratories in Murray Hill,
New Jersey, is an internationally renowned
research organization founded in 1925 by the
American Telephone & Telegraph company
(AT&T);

Whereas a total of seven Nobel Prizes for
physics have been awarded for work com-
pleted at Bell Laboratories;

Whereas work at Bell Laboratories has led
to the invention or advancement of such
groundbreaking technologies as the tran-
sistor, photovoltaic cells, the laser, the
UNIX operating system, and the CCD sensor;

Whereas scientific leadership in the United
States is made possible by robust invest-
ments in scientific research programs in
both the public and private sectors;

Whereas continued support of science re-
search programs is indispensable to main-
taining the Nation’s position as the global
leader in technology and innovation; and

Whereas the accomplishments of these sci-
entists are significant achievements in the
field of scientific research and further pro-
mote the United States among the world
leaders in science: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) congratulates Willard S. Boyle and
George E. Smith for being awarded the Nobel
Prize in physics; and

(2) recognizes Bell Laboratories in Murray
Hill, New Jersey, as a contributor to leader-
ship in scientific research and innovation in
the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from

March 9, 2010

Washington (Mr. BAIRD) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HALL) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Washington.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
1069, the resolution now under consid-
eration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?

There was no objection.

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I am very pleased today to be hon-
oring the two Nobel Prize-winning
physicists on their remarkable
achievement. Willard S. Boyle and
George E. Smith, of Bell Labs, were re-
cipients of the 2009 Nobel Prize in phys-
ics, along with Dr. Charles K. Kao. Drs.
Boyle and Smith won the prize for
their invention of an imaging semicon-
ductor circuit, the charge-coupled de-
vice, or CCD. If this sounds familiar, it
may be because it is the device that
makes digital cameras work. The dig-
ital camera is already ubiquitous in
consumer usage, but people may not
realize the device also has been instru-
mental to scientific endeavors as well.
The field of astronomy was revolution-
ized by the integration of these devices
into telescopes to capture details of the
cosmos in even greater detail. CCDs
have also greatly aided our ability to
look inward at the tiniest particles
with their adaptation into micro-
scopes.

Today, we also honor Bell Labora-
tories of Murray Hill, New Jersey. Bell
Labs is a renowned research organiza-
tion whose name is synonymous with
innovation. In addition to CCDs, work
at Bell Labs has led to the development
of the transistor, photovoltaic cells,
the laser, and the UNIX operating sys-
tem. For all of these accomplishments,
a total of seven Nobel Prizes for phys-
ics have been awarded for the work
done at Bell Labs.

I want to thank the sponsor of this
resolution, Mr. LANCE of New Jersey,
for recognizing these great scientific
achievements. It’s vitally important as
we work to try and maintain America’s
competitiveness in the global economy
that we celebrate scientific achieve-
ment and encourage young people to
pursue careers in technical fields. We
are quick in this body to recognize
sports accomplishments. It is only fit-
ting that we also recognize intellectual
accomplishments of this caliber, par-
ticularly when they have such a dra-
matic impact on all of our lives. If we
want as a society to do better in these
areas of endeavor, it only makes sense
for Congress to recognize great intel-
lectual achievement when it happens;
and these gentlemen are certainly de-
serving of that recognition.

So, once again, I want to thank my
colleagues, and I urge passage.
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I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise today in support of House Reso-
lution 1069, which honors and congratu-
lates Willard S. Boyle and George E.
Smith for receiving the Nobel Prize in
physics on December 10, 2009, for their
invention of the imaging semicon-
ductor circuit, the charge-coupled de-
vice, or CCD. This accomplishment,
achieved by Willard S. Boyle and
George HE. Smith while working at Bell
Laboratories, has greatly influenced
the way human beings view the world.

The invention of the charge-coupled
device allows for the direct capture of
images electronically rather than on
the basis of film. The CCD has given
the power of instantaneous imagery to
people worldwide. This image-cap-
turing device is not only more efficient
but also is more accurate than conven-
tional photography. It has allowed for
the development of high-resolution pic-
ture-making and has helped create the
ability to process and to develop photo-
graphs in a real-time setting.

Their design has gone on to be the
core of every digital camera,
camcorder, and telescope in existence
today. In addition, CCD is used in var-
ious surgical cameras, as well as in
cameras used by NASA. They have en-
abled millions of people worldwide to
capture images sharply and effectively.

It’s with great appreciation that we
recognize these men today for their ac-
complishments and for their achieve-
ment in winning the 2009 Nobel Prize in
physics. I encourage my colleagues to
join me in support of this resolution.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker,
I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. LANCE).

Mr. LANCE. I thank the gentleman
from Texas and the gentleman from
Washington.

I rise today to recognize Willard S.
Boyle and George E. Smith from Bell
Laboratories in Murray Hill, New Jer-
sey, in my congressional district. Drs.
Boyle and Smith, along with Charles
Kao of Standard Telecommunications
Laboratories and the Chinese Univer-
sity of Hong Kong, were awarded the
Nobel Prize for physics for the inven-
tion of the charge-coupled device, an
imaging semiconductor circuit.

The work of Drs. Boyle and Smith
represents a breakthrough in tele-
communications that may bring about
revolutionary changes in the near fu-
ture. Their significant achievements
have helped advance the United States
as the world leader in scientific re-
search and development.

It should come as no surprise that
their work was completed at Bell Lab-
oratories. Founded in 1925 by the
American Telephone and Telegraph
Company, Bell Laboratories is an
internationally renowned research or-
ganization. Work at Bell Labs has led
to the invention or advancement of
such groundbreaking technologies as
the transistor, photovoltaic cells, the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

laser, the UNIX operating system, and
the CCD sensor. In fact, seven Nobel
Prizes for physics have been awarded
for research conducted at Bell Labs.

I'm very proud to commend Drs.
Boyle and Smith on winning the Nobel
Prize in physics and in sharing their
scientific achievements with col-
leagues in Congress, with Garden State
residents, and indeed with the Amer-
ican people. I also thank my colleague,
Congressman RUSH HoLT, also from
New Jersey, for his efforts to recognize
this remarkable achievement and rec-
ognizing Bell Labs.

Mr. BAIRD. I want to, again, com-
mend Mr. LANCE from New Jersey and
my colleague and friend, Dr. RUSH
HoLT, for his leadership on this, an ab-
solutely fitting acknowledgment.

I again urge passage, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. HALL of Texas. I congratulate
Mr. BAIRD for his leadership.

Having no further requests for time,
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BAIRD. I have no further speak-
ers, requests for time, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
BAIRD) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1069.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

CONGRATULATING WINNERS OF
NATIONAL MEDAL OF TECH-
NOLOGY AND INNOVATION

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 935) honoring John
E. Warnock, Charles M. Geschke, For-
rest M. Bird, HEsther Sans Takeuchi,
and IBM Corporation for receiving the
2008 National Medal of Technology and
Innovation.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 935

Whereas the National Medal of Technology
and Innovation (formerly known as the Na-
tional Medal of Technology) is the highest
honor for technological achievement be-
stowed by the President on leading
innovators in the United States;

Whereas the purpose of the National Medal
of Technology and Innovation is to recognize
individuals, teams, and companies that have
made lasting and substantial contributions
to the United States’ competitiveness and to
strengthening the Nation’s technological
workforce through—

(1) the development and commercialization
of technological products, processes, and
concepts,
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(2) technological innovation, and

(3) development of the Nation’s techno-
logical manpower;

Whereas by highlighting the national im-
portance of technological innovation, the
National Medal of Technology and Innova-
tion seeks to inspire future generations in
the United States to prepare for and pursue
technical careers to keep the United States
at the forefront of global technology and
economic leadership;

Whereas, on September 17, 2009, the Presi-
dent named John E. Warnock, Charles M.
Geschke, Forrest M. Bird, Esther Sans
Takeuchi, and IBM Corporation as the re-
cipients of the 2008 National Medal of Tech-
nology and Innovation;

Whereas Dr. John E. Warnock and Dr.
Charles M. Geschke, both of San Jose, Cali-
fornia, pioneered technological innovations
that were central to spurring the revolution
in desktop publishing, which had an im-
mense and significant role in changing the
way people create and engage with informa-
tion and entertainment across multiple me-
diums including print, video, and the Inter-
net; and

Whereas Forrest M. Bird of Sandpoint,
Idaho, invented pioneering technologies in
cardiopulmonary medicine (including the
medical respirator), devices that helped
launch modern-day medical evacuation capa-
bilities, and intrapulmonary percussive ven-
tilation (‘‘IPV”’) technologies, which have
saved the lives of millions of patients with
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and
other conditions;

Whereas Dr. Esther Sans Takeuchi of Buf-
falo, New York, developed the silver vana-
dium oxide battery that powers the majority
of the world’s lifesaving implantable cardiac
defibrillators, and other medical battery
technologies that improve the health and
quality of life of millions of people; and

Whereas IBM Corporation of Yorktown
Heights, New York, created the Blue Gene
supercomputer and its systems architecture,
design, and software, which have delivered
fundamental new science, unsurpassed speed,
and unparalleled energy efficiency, and have
had a profound impact worldwide on the
high-performance computing industry: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes and honors the innovative
technological achievements of John E.
Warnock, Charles M. Geschke, Forrest M.
Bird, Esther Sans Takeuchi, and IBM Cor-
poration; and

(2) congratulates John E. Warnock, Charles
M. Geschke, Forrest M. Bird, Esther Sans
Takeuchi, and IBM Corporation for receiving
the 2008 National Medal of Technology and
Innovation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. BAIRD) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HALL) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Washington.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
935, the resolution now under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?

There was no objection.

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
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Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H. Res. 935, honoring John E. Warnock,
Charles M. Geschke, Forrest M. Bird,
Esther Sans Takeuchi, and IBM Cor-
poration for receiving the 2008 National
Medal of Technology and Innovation.

The National Medal of Technology
and Innovation is the highest honor for
technological achievement given by
the President to the country’s leading
innovators, and the five recipients hon-
ored by this resolution have all made
great contributions to technology and
innovation in the United States.

These honorees have made contribu-
tions in areas including desktop pub-
lishing, medical and battery tech-
nologies, and supercomputing. Innova-
tion and technological advancements
in these areas and others are critical
for many reasons, including furthering
health care technology for our citizens
and increasing the United States’ abil-
ity to remain economically competi-
tive with other nations.

I want to congratulate the five hon-
orees and thank Representative
LOFGREN from California for her lead-
ership in introducing this resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H. Res. 935 honors John E. Warnock,
Charles M. Geschke, Forrest M. Bird,
Esther Sans Takeuchi, and IBM for
being awarded the 2008 National Medal
of Technology and Innovation. The Na-
tional Medal of Technology and Inno-
vation is awarded annually to the Na-
tion’s leading innovators. This award
recognizes those who have made sig-
nificant contributions to their country.
Additionally, it’s intended to also in-
spire our youth to pursue science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics-
related fields of study.

Together, Drs. Warnock and Geschke
founded Adobe Systems. Adobe Sys-
tems enabled documents to be success-
fully sent electronically from program
to program through technology that’s
today known as PDF. Since their re-
tirement as software executives, both
have contributed generously to pro-
grams that help encourage young engi-
neers and innovators.

Dr. Forrest Bird of Idaho served as an
aviator during World War II. Following
the war, he founded Bird, Inc., which
developed amphibian aircraft and inno-
vative breathing equipment to reduce
the risks of altitude sickness. Using
this same technology, Bird later devel-
oped medical respirators, which are
still in use around the world, and con-
tributed to lowering breath-related in-
fant mortality rates.

Dr. Esther Sans Takeuchi of New
York began her distinguished career as
a scientist for Greatbatch, Inc. In her
years there, she developed a lithium/
silver vanadium oxide battery, which
was essential to producing implantable
cardiac defibrillators. Today, more
than 200,000 of those ICDs are im-
planted each year, most with batteries
originally developed by Takeuchi.
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IBM’s Blue Gene Server Group rep-
resents a new age of American innova-
tion. These supercomputers have en-
abled business and science to visit new
calculations previously unattainable.
In addition, these computers have been
recognized as the most energy efficient
of their type in the world today.

On October 7, 2009, President Obama
honored the 2008 recipients of the Na-
tional Medal of Technology and Inno-
vation during a White House ceremony.
I join the President in recognizing
these distinguished Americans and
urge my colleagues to do so.

I have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time, Madam Speaker.
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Mr. BAIRD. Again, I want to com-
mend the sponsor of this bill, Ms.
LOFGREN, and, most importantly of all,
commend the recipients of this pres-
tigious award and thank them for their
contributions to the betterment of our
entire society, our economy, and the
well-being of our public.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
BAIRD) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 935.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOMS AND
HYPOXIA RESEARCH AND CON-
TROL AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2010

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3650) to establish a National
Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Pro-
gram, to develop and coordinate a com-
prehensive and integrated strategy to
address harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia, and to provide for the develop-
ment and implementation of com-
prehensive regional action plans to re-
duce harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3650

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Harmful
Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research and
Control Amendments Act of 2010°".
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SEC. 2. AMENDMENT OF HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM
AND HYPOXIA RESEARCH AND CON-
TROL ACT OF 1998.

Except as otherwise expressly provided,
whenever in this Act an amendment or re-
peal is expressed in terms of an amendment
to, or repeal of, a section or other provision,
the reference shall be considered to be made
to a section or other provision of the Harm-
ful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Research and
Control Act of 1998 (16 U.S.C. 1451 note).

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

(a) AMENDMENT.—The Act is amended by
inserting after section 602 the following:
“SEC. 602A. DEFINITIONS.

“In this title:

‘(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘Adminis-
trator’ means the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

‘‘(2) PROGRAM.—The term ‘Program’ means
the National Harmful Algal Bloom and Hy-
poxia Program established under section
603A.

‘“(83) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means each
of the several States of the United States,
the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, any other terri-
tory or possession of the United States, and
any Indian tribe.

‘‘(4) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term ‘Under
Secretary’ means the Under Secretary of
Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere.”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS AMENDMENT.—The
table of contents in section 2 of the Coast
Guard Authorization Act of 1998 is amended
by adding after the item relating to section
602 the following new item:

‘“Sec. 602A. Definitions.”.
SEC. 4. NATIONAL HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM AND
HYPOXIA PROGRAM.

(a) AMENDMENT.—The Act is amended by
inserting after section 603 the following:
“SEC. 603A. NATIONAL HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM

AND HYPOXIA PROGRAM.

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subsection (d), the Under Secretary, through
the Task Force established under section
603(a), shall establish and maintain a Na-
tional Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia
Program pursuant to this section.

“(b) DUTIES.—The Under Secretary,
through the Program, shall coordinate the
efforts of the Task Force to—

‘(1) develop and promote a national strat-
egy to understand, detect, predict, control,
mitigate, and respond to marine and fresh-
water harmful algal bloom and hypoxia
events;

‘(2) integrate the research of all Federal
programs, including ocean and Great Lakes
science and management programs and cen-
ters, that address the chemical, biological,
and physical components of marine and
freshwater harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia;

‘“(3) coordinate and work cooperatively
with State, tribal, and local government
agencies and programs that address marine
and freshwater harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia;

‘“(4) identify additional research, develop-
ment, and demonstration needs and prior-
ities relating to monitoring, prediction, pre-
vention, control, mitigation, and response to
marine and freshwater harmful algal blooms
and hypoxia;

‘(6) encourage international information
sharing and research efforts on marine and
freshwater harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia, and encourage international mitiga-
tion, control, and response activities;

‘“(6) ensure the development and imple-
mentation of methods and technologies to
protect the ecosystems affected by marine
and freshwater harmful algal blooms;
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‘(7 integrate, coordinate, and augment ex-
isting education programs to improve public
understanding and awareness of the causes,
impacts, and mitigation efforts for marine
and freshwater harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia;

‘“(8) assist in regional, State, tribal, and
local efforts to develop and implement ap-
propriate marine and freshwater harmful
algal bloom and hypoxia response plans,
strategies, and tools;

““(9) provide resources for and assist in the
training of State, tribal, and local water and
coastal resource managers in the methods
and technologies for monitoring, controlling,
mitigating, and responding to the effects of
marine and freshwater harmful algal blooms
and hypoxia events;

‘(10) oversee the development, implemen-
tation, review, and periodic updating of the
Regional Research and Action Plans under
section 603B; and

‘(11) administer peer-reviewed, merit-
based competitive grant funding to support—

‘““(A) the projects maintained and estab-
lished by the Program; and

‘(B) the research and management needs
and priorities identified in the Regional Re-
search and Action Plans.

“(c) COOPERATIVE EFFORTS.—The Under
Secretary shall work cooperatively and
avoid duplication of efforts with other of-
fices, centers, and programs within the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion and other agencies represented on the
Task Force established under section 603(a),
States, tribes, and nongovernmental organi-
zations concerned with marine and fresh-
water aquatic issues related to harmful algal
blooms and hypoxia.

‘‘(d) FRESHWATER PROGRAM.—With respect
to the freshwater aspects of the Program,
the Administrator and Under Secretary,
through the Task Force, shall carry out the
duties otherwise assigned to the Under Sec-
retary under this section and section 603B,
including the activities described in sub-
section (e). The Administrator’s participa-
tion under this subsection shall include—

‘(1) research on the ecology of freshwater
harmful algal blooms;

‘“(2) monitoring and event response of
freshwater harmful algal blooms in lakes,
rivers, estuaries (including their tribu-
taries), and reservoirs;

“(3) mitigation and control of freshwater
harmful algal blooms; and

‘“(4) an identification in the President’s an-
nual budget request to Congress of how much
funding is proposed in that request for car-
rying out the activities described in sub-
section (e).

‘‘(e) NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC
ADMINISTRATION ACTIVITIES.—As part of the
program under this section, the Under Sec-
retary shall—

‘(1) maintain and enhance existing com-
petitive grant programs at the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration relat-
ing to marine and freshwater harmful algal
blooms and hypoxia;

‘(2) carry out marine and freshwater
harmful algal bloom and hypoxia events re-
sponse activities; and

‘“(3) enhance communication and coordina-
tion among Federal agencies carrying out
marine and freshwater harmful algal bloom
and hypoxia activities, and increase the
availability to appropriate public and pri-
vate entities of—

‘“(A) analytical facilities and technologies;

‘(B) operational forecasts; and

‘“(C) reference and research materials.

“(f) INTEGRATED COASTAL AND OCEAN OB-
SERVATION SYSTEM.—AIll monitoring and ob-
servation data collected under this Act shall
be collected in compliance with all data
standards and protocols developed pursuant
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to the National Integrated Coastal and
Ocean Observation System Act of 2009 (33
U.S.C. 3601 et seq.), and such data shall be
made available through the System estab-
lished under that Act.

“(g) ACTION STRATEGY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 12 months
after the date of enactment of the Harmful
Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research and
Control Amendments Act of 2010, the Under
Secretary, through the Task Force estab-
lished under section 603(a), shall transmit to
the Congress an action strategy that identi-
fies—

‘“(A) the specific activities to be carried
out by the Program and the timeline for car-
rying out such activities; and

‘“(B) the roles and responsibilities of each
Federal agency in the Task Force estab-
lished under section 603(a) in carrying out
Program activities.

‘“(2) FEDERAL REGISTER.—The Under Sec-
retary shall publish the action strategy in
the Federal Register.

‘“(3) PERIODIC REVISION.—The Under Sec-
retary shall periodically review and revise
the action strategy prepared under this sub-
section as necessary.

‘‘(h) REPORT.—Two years after the submis-
sion of the action strategy, the Under Sec-
retary shall prepare and transmit to the
Congress a report that describes—

‘(1) the activities carried out under the
Program and the Regional Research and Ac-
tion Plans and the budget related to these
activities;

‘“(2) the progress made on implementing
the action strategy; and

‘“(3) the need to revise or terminate activi-
ties or projects under the Program.”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS AMENDMENT.—The
table of contents in section 2 of the Coast
Guard Authorization Act of 1998 is amended
by adding after the item relating to section
603 the following new item:

‘‘Sec. 603A. National Harmful Algal Bloom
and Hypoxia Program.”’.
SEC. 5. REGIONAL RESEARCH AND ACTION
PLANS.

(a) AMENDMENT.—The Act is amended by
inserting after section 603A the following:
“SEC. 603B. REGIONAL RESEARCH AND ACTION

PLANS.

‘““(a) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary,
through the Task Force established under
section 603(a), shall—

‘(1) identify the appropriate regions and
subregions to be addressed by each Regional
Research and Action Plan; and

‘“(2) oversee the development and imple-
mentation of the Regional Research and Ac-
tion Plans.

““(b) CONTENTS.—The Plans developed under
this section shall identify—

‘(1) regional priorities for ecological, eco-
nomic, and social research on issues related
to the impacts of harmful algal blooms and
hypoxia;

‘“(2) research, development, and dem-
onstration activities needed to develop and
advance technologies and techniques for
minimizing the occurrence of harmful algal
blooms and hypoxia and improving capabili-
ties to prevent, predict, monitor, control,
and mitigate harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia;

““(3) ways to reduce the duration and inten-
sity of harmful algal blooms and hypoxia, in-
cluding in times of emergency;

‘“(4) research and methods to address
human health dimensions of harmful algal
blooms and hypoxia;

‘(6) mechanisms, including the potential
costs and benefits of those mechanisms, to
protect vulnerable ecosystems that could be
or have been affected by harmful algal
blooms and hypoxia events;
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‘“(6) mechanisms by which data, informa-
tion, and products are transferred between
the Program and State, tribal, and local gov-
ernments and relevant research entities;

“(7) communication, outreach, and infor-
mation dissemination methods that State,
tribal, and local governments and stake-
holder organizations can undertake to edu-
cate and inform the public concerning harm-
ful algal blooms and hypoxia; and

‘“(8) the roles that Federal agencies can
play to assist in the implementation of the
Plan.

‘‘(c) BUILDING ON AVAILABLE STUDIES AND
INFORMATION.—In developing the Plans under
this section, the Under Secretary shall—

‘(1) utilize and build on existing research,
assessments, and reports, including those
carried out pursuant to existing law and
other relevant sources; and

‘(2) consider the impacts, research, and ex-
isting program activities of all United States
coastlines and fresh and inland waters, in-
cluding the Great Lakes, the Chesapeake
Bay, and estuaries and tributaries.

‘(d) DEVELOPMENT OF PLANS.—The Under
Secretary shall develop Plans under this sec-
tion with assistance from the individuals and
entities described in subsection (f).

‘‘(e) PLAN TIMELINE AND UPDATES.—The
Under Secretary, through the Task Force es-
tablished under section 603(a), shall ensure
that the Plans developed under this section
are completed not later than 24 months after
the date of enactment of the Harmful Algal
Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Control
Amendments Act of 2010, and updated once
every b years thereafter.

““(f) COORDINATION AND CONSULTATION.—In
developing the Plans under this section, as
appropriate, the Under Secretary—

‘(1) shall coordinate with State coastal
management and planning officials;

‘“(2) shall coordinate with tribal resource
management officials;

‘“(3) shall coordinate with water manage-
ment and watershed officials from both
coastal States and noncoastal States with
water sources that drain into water bodies
affected by harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia; and

‘“(4) shall consult with—

“‘(A) public health officials;

“(B) emergency management officials;

‘(C) science and technology development
institutions;

‘(D) economists;

‘““(E) industries and businesses affected by
marine and freshwater harmful algal blooms
and hypoxia;

““(F') scientists, with expertise concerning
harmful algal blooms or hypoxia, from aca-
demic or research institutions; and

‘(G) other stakeholders.”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS AMENDMENT.—The
table of contents in section 2 of the Coast
Guard Authorization Act of 1998 is amended
by adding after the item relating to section
603A, as added by section 4(b) of this Act, the
following new item:

‘“‘Sec. 603B. Regional research and action
plans.”.
SEC. 6. NORTHERN GULF OF MEXICO HYPOXIA.

Section 604 is amended to read as follows:
“SEC. 604. NORTHERN GULF OF MEXICO HYPOXIA.

‘“(a) TASK FORCE INITIAL PROGRESS RE-
PORTS.—Not later than 12 months after the
date of enactment of the Harmful Algal
Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Control
Amendments Act of 2010, the Administrator,
through the Mississippi River/Gulf of Mexico
Watershed Nutrient Task Force, shall com-
plete and transmit to the Congress and the
President a report on the progress made by
Task Force-directed activities toward at-
tainment of the goals of the Gulf Hypoxia
Action Plan 2008.
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‘“(b) TASK FORCE 2-YEAR PROGRESS RE-
PORTS.—After the initial report required
under subsection (a), the Administrator,
through the Task Force, shall complete and
transmit to Congress and the President a re-
port every 2 years thereafter on the progress
made by Task Force-directed activities to-
ward attainment of the coastal goal of the
Gulf Hypoxia Action Plan 2008.

‘“(c) CONTENTS.—The reports required by
this section shall assess progress made to-
ward nutrient load reductions, the response
of the hypoxic zone and water quality
throughout the Mississippi/Atchafalaya
River Basin, and the economic and social ef-
fects. The reports shall—

‘(1) include an evaluation of how current
policies and programs affect management de-
cisions, including those made by municipali-
ties and industrial and agricultural pro-
ducers;

‘“(2) evaluate lessons learned; and

‘“(3) recommend appropriate actions to
continue to implement or, if necessary, re-
vise the strategy set forth in the Gulf Hy-
poxia Action Plan 2008.”".

SEC. 7. PACIFIC NORTHWEST, ESTUARIES, AND

PUGET SOUND HYPOXIA.

(a) AMENDMENT.—The Act is amended by
inserting after section 604 the following:
“SEC. 604A. PACIFIC NORTHWEST, ESTUARIES,

AND PUGET SOUND HYPOXIA.

‘‘(a) ASSESSMENT REPORT.—Not later than
12 months after the date of enactment of the
Harmful Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research
and Control Amendments Act of 2010, the
Task Force established under section 603
shall complete and submit to Congress and
the President an integrated assessment of
hypoxia in the coastal and estuarine waters
of the Pacific Northwest that examines the
status of current research, monitoring, pre-
vention, response, and control efforts.

“(b) PLAN.—The Task Force shall include
in the regionally appropriate Regional Re-
search and Action Plan developed under sec-
tion 603B a plan, based on the integrated as-
sessment submitted under subsection (a), for
reducing, mitigating, and controlling hy-
poxia in the coastal and estuarine waters of
the Pacific Northwest. In developing such
plan, the Task Force shall consult with
State, Indian tribe, and local governments,
and academic, agricultural, industry, and en-
vironmental groups and representatives.
Such plan shall include incentive-based part-
nership approaches. The plan shall also ad-
dress the social and economic costs and ben-
efits of the measures for reducing, miti-
gating, and controlling hypoxia.’.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS AMENDMENT.—The
table of contents in section 2 of the Coast
Guard Authorization Act of 1998 is amended
by adding after the item relating to section
604 the following new item:

‘“Sec. 604A. Pacific Northwest, estuaries,

and Puget Sound hypoxia.”.

SEC. 8. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Section 605 is amend-

ed to read as follows:

“SEC. 605. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
“There are authorized to be appropriated—
‘(1) to the Under Secretary to carry out

sections 603A and 603B, $34,000,000 for each of

fiscal years 2011 through 2015, of which, for
each fiscal year—

““(A) $2,000,000 may be used for the develop-
ment of the Regional Research and Action
Plans and the reports required by section
604A;

“(B) $3,000,000 may be used for the research
and assessment activities related to marine
and freshwater harmful algal blooms at re-
search laboratories of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration;

““(C) $8,000,000 may be used to carry out the
Ecology and Oceanography of Harmful Algal
Blooms Program (ECOHAB);
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‘(D) $5,500,000 may be used to carry out the
Monitoring and Event Response for Harmful
Algal Blooms Program (MERHAB);

‘“(E) $1,500,000 may be used to carry out the
Northern Gulf of Mexico Ecosystems and Hy-
poxia Assessment Program (NGOMEX);

‘“(F') $5,000,000 may be used to carry out the
Coastal Hypoxia Research Program (CHRP);

(&) $5,000,000 may be used to carry out the
Prevention, Control, and Mitigation of
Harmful Algal Blooms Program (PCM);

‘““(H) $1,000,000 may be used to carry out
marine and freshwater harmful algal bloom
and hypoxia events response activities; and

“(I) $3,000,000 may be used for increased
availability, communication, and coordina-
tion activities; and

‘“(2) to the Administrator to carry out sec-
tions 603A, 603B, and 604, $7,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 2011 through 2015.”.

(b) EXTRAMURAL RESEARCH ACTIVITIES.—
The Under Secretary shall ensure that a sub-
stantial portion of funds appropriated pursu-
ant to subsection (a) that are used for re-
search purposes are allocated to extramural
research activities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. BAIRD) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HALL) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Washington.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on H.R. 3650, as
amended, the bill now under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?

There was no objection.

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 3650, the
Harmful Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Re-
search and Control Act. This bill rep-
resents a timely and necessary step to
address a large and growing problem.
The Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) and
Hypoxia Research and Control Act was
first signed into law in 1998 and last re-
authorized in 2004. And from the out-
set, I want to commend my dear friend
and colleague, Dr. EHLERS, for his tire-
less work on this over many years.

I stand in support of these programs
because this affects virtually every
coastal waterway in America as well as
freshwater ecosystems. Let me share
with you an example of how serious
this problem is.

In a small lake in my own district re-
cently, a person was out with their dog,
playing fetch in the water. They threw
their favorite tennis ball in the water.
The dog jumped into the water, re-
trieved the tennis ball, swam back up
on the shore, and promptly died.

Harmful algal blooms are what we
know in the saltwater environment as
red tides. In freshwater, it’s often blue-
green algae. They are deadly in both
environments. Estimates suggest the
cost may be $82 million a year, the an-
nual economic impact of HABs, accord-
ing to a 2006 study. This means billions
of dollars over decades.
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I mentioned already the tragic loss of
this animal, but on a human scale, red
tides pose a serious neurotoxin that
can actually affect your ability to re-
member things over the long run. So
we have a serious problem. It is grow-
ing in the case of harmful algal blooms.

We have a parallel and related prob-
lem that the bill also addresses, and
these are so-called dead zones, or hy-
poxia, so known because they are areas
of lack of oxygen. These are expanding.
Perhaps the most well known is in the
Gulf of Mexico, areas literally thou-
sands of square miles wide that if vir-
tually any marine organism swims into
them, they die very shortly thereafter
because they do not have sufficient ox-
ygen to survive. This has impacted not
only the Gulf of Mexico, but also my
own coast and elsewhere in the coun-
try.

Now, within the freshwater system, I
want to underscore a particularly im-
portant point. From the Great Lakes
to small creeks of West Virginia and
throughout the country, this is a prob-
lem. My friend and colleague, Mr. MOL-
LOHAN from West Virginia, has been
particularly interested in this. We need
to understand that these harmful algal
blooms in freshwater are particularly
toxic for the following reasons:

Most of the mechanisms that we cur-
rently use to purify water do not work
with harmful algal blooms. If you boil
water to kill pathogens, that normally
purifies it. If you boil water that has
harmful algal blooms in it, you actu-
ally increase the toxin and increase its
lethality. If you filter water to get out
protozoa and other things, as many of
us do when we are hiking or climbing,
that can purify normal water. It is to-
tally ineffective and may be actually
counterproductive in harmful algal
blooms because all you do is break up
the bodies of the algae, but the toxin
survives. Chlorination does not work to
stop these things.

So we have a problem that is deadly
to organisms ranging from fish to
shore birds and to human beings. And
again, both harmful algal blooms and
hypoxic events are spreading.

I want to also mention that in my
own district, which has a coastal area
that is very economically benefited by
the clamming season, all you need is
one red tide to come in, shut down the
clamming season, and you literally
lose millions of dollars of business. And
for many of our hotel owners and res-
taurateurs and others, that’s the sea-
son. You lose that because of a harmful
algal bloom, you have basically lost
your economy for the year. So this bill
would expand our ability to study and
ultimately to control these harmful
algal blooms and hypoxic events.

I appreciate the support of many col-
leagues.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HALL of Texas. I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Harmful algal blooms are those
blooms that produce toxins that are
hazardous to plants and animals. The
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most recognized harmful algal bloom is
red tide, since it discolors the water
and makes seafood inedible. Such an
event causes many States severe eco-
nomic harm through beach closures
and restrictions on seafood.

This bill fosters continued research
into the causes of red tide, explores
ways to manage the blooms, and sets
up mechanisms to potentially predict
when they may occur. These are all
areas of research that are beneficial to
our economy and to human health, and
I commend the vice ranking member of
our committee, Dr. VERN EHLERS, for
his commitment to address this impor-
tant issue through his cosponsorship of
this legislation.

While I’m supportive of the goals of
this measure, I do need to convey some
concerns that I and several of my Re-
publican colleagues had in committee.
The bill addresses a problem that af-
fects nearly every State. However, we
want to make sure that the original
and the regional research and action
plans that are called for are not a top-
down mandate but a true collaboration
between the Federal Government and
the States and local areas directly af-
fected by these blooms. We want to
make sure we are not imposing undue
burdens on States that they would not
voluntarily take on themselves.

Although the onus is currently on
the Federal Government, the activities
identified in these plans are ones that
will most likely be executed by State,
tribal, and local governments. As writ-
ten, the bill does not contain any safe-
guards against unfunded mandates.
During the markup, we offered amend-
ments that would address these con-
cerns.

The first amendment would have pre-
vented any increased financial burden
to State, tribal, or local governments
as a result of anything in the bill or
the law it amends. Despite receiving
bipartisan support, the amendment was
not accepted.

A second amendment would have re-
quired the development and implemen-
tation of the plans initiated only at the
request of the States, not the Federal
Government. Unfortunately, this
amendment also failed. State, tribal,
and local governments are already
shouldering the burden of the effects of
harmful algal blooms since these
events have a direct impact on local
and regional economies. Furthermore,
in the current economic climate, these
governments are struggling to
prioritize and fund the most basic of
services. The assurance of the added
protection against unfunded mandates
at this time should be something all
Members favor.

This legislation has gone through a
number of changes since it passed out
of committee. Some changes were
made by the majority after the bill
passed out of committee, and I hope
that in the future, we can make nec-
essary changes while bills are still in
committee so that all Members can
weigh in before bills go to the floor.
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Finally, I have concerns about the
authorization levels in the bill. Given
this era of fiscal constraint, we must
be mindful of how we spend taxpayers’
dollars. This bill authorizes funding
that is almost three times the amount
that has been appropriated in recent
years. The authorization levels are 50
percent higher than the last reauthor-
ization in 2004. The Federal Govern-
ment did not spend more than $15 mil-
lion per year when the authorization
level was at $26 million per year, so it’s
hard for me to support raising the level
to $41 million per year in 2011.

Harmful algal blooms and hypoxia
are growing threats to our economy
and to our economic prosperity and im-
pact coastal gulf and even inland
States. While I support the overarching
goals of research into these issues and
the development of technologies and
procedures to lessen their harmful con-
sequences, I remain concerned that
this bill is too expensive and does not
protect against unfunded mandates.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, at this
point, I want to acknowledge that, as
is so often the case, H.R. 36560 was a col-
laborative effort, not just with my mi-
nority colleagues on the Science and
Technology Committee, but also with
the Natural Resources Committee and
the Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee as well. I would like, here,
to insert a letter of exchanges with
those committees into the RECORD, and
I want to also thank both Chairmen
RAHALL and OBERSTAR for their efforts
on this legislation.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES,
Washington, DC, November 12, 2009.
Hon. BART GORDON,
Chairman, Committee on Science and Tech-
nology, Rayburn H.O.B., Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for the op-
portunity to work with you on H.R. 3650, the
Harmful Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research
and Control Amendments Act of 2009, which
was referred to the Committee on Science
and Technology, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

Because of the continued cooperation and
consideration that you have afforded me and
my staff in developing these provisions, and
knowing of your interest in expediting this
legislation, I am willing to waive further
consideration of H.R. 36560 by the Committee
on Natural Resources at this time. Of course,
this waiver is not intended to prejudice any
future jurisdictional claims over the provi-
sions of this legislation or similar language.
I also reserve the right to seek to have con-
ferees named from the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources on these provisions, and re-
quest your support if such a request is made.

Please place this letter into the committee
report on H.R. 36560 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor.

With warm regards, I am
Sincerely,
NICK J. RAHALL IT,
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECH-
NOLOGY,

Washington, DC, November 12, 2009.
Hon. NICK J. RAHALL, II,
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources,

House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN RAHALL: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 3650, the Harmful
Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research and
Control Amendments Act of 2009. Your sup-
port for this legislation and your assistance
in ensuring its timely consideration are
greatly appreciated.

I agree that provisions in the bill are of ju-
risdictional interest to the Committee on
Natural Resources. I acknowledge that by
discharging the Committee on Natural Re-
sources from further consideration of 3650,
your Committee is not relinquishing Its ju-
risdiction and I will fully support your re-
quest to be represented in a House-Senate
conference on those provisions over which
the Committee on Natural Resources has ju-
risdiction. A copy of our letters will be
placed in the Committee Report on H.R. 3650
and in the Congressional Record during con-
sideration of the bill on the House floor.

I value your cooperation and look forward
to working with you as we move ahead with
this important legislation.

Sincerely,
BART GORDON,
Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE,

Washington, DC, December 14, 2009.
Hon. BART GORDON,
Chairman, Committee on Science and Tech-
nology, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN GORDON: I write to you re-
garding H.R. 3650, the ‘“Harmful Algal
Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Control
Amendments Act of 2009”°.

H.R. 3650 contains provisions that fall
within the jurisdiction of the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure. I recog-
nize and appreciate your desire to bring this
legislation before the House in an expedi-
tious manner and, accordingly, I will not
seek a sequential referral of the bill. How-
ever, I agree to waive consideration of this
bill with the mutual understanding that my
decision to forgo a sequential referral of the
bill does not waive, reduce, or otherwise af-
fect the jurisdiction of the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure over H.R.
3650.

Further, the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure reserves the right to seek
the appointment of conferees during any
House-Senate conference convened on this
legislation on provisions of the bill that are
within the Committee’s jurisdiction. I ask
for your commitment to support any request
by the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure for the appointment of con-
ferees on H.R. 3650 or similar legislation.

Please place a copy of this letter and your
response acknowledging the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure’s jurisdic-
tional interest in the Committee Report on
H.R. 3650 and in the Congressional Record
during consideration of the measure in the
House.

I look forward to working with you as we
prepare to pass this important legislation.
Sincerely,
JAMES L. OBERSTAR, M.C.,
Chairman.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECH-
NOLOGY,

Washington, DC, December 14, 2009.

Hon. JAMES L. OBERSTAR,

Chairman, Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN OBERSTAR: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 3650, the Harmful
Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research and
Control Amendments Act of 2009. Your sup-
port for this legislation and your assistance
in ensuring its timely consideration are
greatly appreciated.

I agree that provisions in the bill are of ju-
risdictional interest to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure. I ac-
knowledge that by forgoing a sequential re-
ferral, your Committee is not relinquishing
its jurisdiction and I will fully support your
request to be represented in a House-Senate
conference on those provisions over which
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure has jurisdiction in H.R. 3650. A
copy of our letters will be placed in the Com-
mittee Report on H.R. 3650 and in the Con-
gressional Record during consideration of
the bill on the House floor.

I value your cooperation and look forward
to working with you as we move ahead with
this important legislation.

Sincerely,
BART GORDON,
Chairman.

If I may, at this point, I would like to
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. KRATOVIL).

Mr. KRATOVIL. I thank the gen-
tleman from Washington for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H.R. 3650 and urge my colleagues to
support it.

Maryland’s First Congressional Dis-
trict, my district, is a district defined
by the water that surrounds it. Healthy
water in our district means commerce,
recreation, and, most importantly,
jobs.

A harmful algal bloom is a rapid
overproduction of certain species of
algae that produce toxins which are
detrimental to plants and animals.
These outbreaks are commonly re-
ferred to, as you have heard, as red or
brown tides and have the potential to
kill fish and other aquatic life by de-
creasing sunlight available to the
water and by using up available oxygen
in the water.

In recent years, many of the Nation’s
coastlines, near-shore marine waters
and freshwaters have experienced an
increase in the number, frequency, du-
ration, and types of HABs. If we con-
tinue to allow this problem to persist,
bodies of water like the Chesapeake
Bay in my district will see a detri-
mental decline in water quality which
will affect the thousands of species
that call the bay home.

More importantly, perhaps, the thou-
sands of men and women who rely on
the bay to pay their bills will be put
out of work. Watermen, commercial
fishermen, charter boat captains, and
any number of similar professions have
been part of the Eastern Shore culture
for decades. If gone unchecked, these
professions will become less and less
prominent, and an entire segment of
our local economy will be hurt.
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H.R. 3650 is a good bill that takes im-
portant steps in the fight against red
tides and other harmful algae by cre-
ating a coordinated national strategy
to deal with HABs while at the same
time allowing for flexibility so that
different regions can best address their
unique concerns.

I am also pleased, again, as was men-
tioned, that funding will actually be di-
rected to control and prevention of this
problem in addition to, simply, re-
search. This will no doubt limit the se-
verity and frequency of this dangerous
environmental concern.

Madam Speaker, I once again urge
my colleagues to support this measure.

Mr. HALL of Texas. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BAIRD. I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Maryland. He has been a
tireless champion of this. The
watermen in his district and the others
who depend on this great natural re-
source owe him, I am certain, a great
debt of gratitude.

I yield such time as she may consume
to the gentlelady from Florida (Ms.
CASTOR), who has also been a tireless
champion of clean water and of this
issue.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam
Speaker, I would like to thank Mr.
BAIRD from Washington for his leader-
ship. He has been a real champion on
behalf of clean water and clean beach-
es. I would also like to express my
gratitude to the Science and Tech-
nology Committee for their terrific
work on what I call the ‘‘red tide bill.”

This is a jobs bill because, let me tell
you, coming from the great State of
Florida, the Sunshine State, we depend
on folks from all across the country
coming to vacation in Florida, to swim
and to fish. There is nothing like a va-
cation in the warm waters of the Gulf
of Mexico. And I see my friend and col-
league here who represents the Florida
Keys. There is nothing like a vacation
there where you can spend time
unwinding on our beautiful beaches.

But there is a real threat to our tour-
ism economy and jobs in the State of
Florida, like there is in other parts of
the country, and it’s these very harm-
ful algal blooms that cause red tide. In
a State that employs over 1 million
Floridians and where tourism has a $65
billion impact on our State’s economy,
when the red tide rolls in, it’s a serious
threat, because what the red tide does
is it causes you difficulty breathing. It
burns your eyes. Dead fish will roll up
on the beaches. It’s really bad news.

The problem is we don’t know what
causes it, and that’s why this bill is so
important. And it’s tied to jobs be-
cause, if we can do a little bit of re-
search and determine what the causes
are, we will be able to protect our tour-
ism economy and make sure that we
have clean and healthy beaches for
folks who need that vacation.

J 1500

By some estimates, red tide out-
breaks cost coastal communities $82
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million a year. We have got to find out
what is happening here. I also want to
recognize my colleague and good friend
Congressman CONNIE MACK, who rep-
resents some of the most beautiful
beaches in the country down in Naples
and Sanibel Island. Two years ago we
were able to authorize $90 million for a
3-year period for peer-reviewed science
research on red tide.

But today’s legislation builds on that
bipartisan effort. And Representative
BAIRD’s bill, which I cosponsored, cre-
ates a new initiative on red tide, and
will dedicate some monies to over 5
years of finding a solution that will
give our Federal and State agencies a
real leg up.

Like I said, red tide is a significant
threat to jobs, our tourism economy,
our health, and our environment. So I
am pleased to urge that we all join to-
gether to protect our coastal resources
and the tourism-related jobs that come
with having healthy beaches by learn-
ing more about harmful algal blooms
and adopting H.R. 3650.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker,
I have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I want
to commend Ms. CASTOR for her com-
ments, and join her in acknowledge-
ment of the incredible leadership of
CONNIE MACK from Florida. We talk
about the costs of this legislation. Con-
sider the costs to Florida’s economy, to
the Gulf economy if a red tide comes in
at the height of tourist season. You
can’t swim in this; it’s toxic. You can’t
fish in it, you can’t collect shellfish.
The fishing industry out in the coast
when a hypoxic zone comes in, it kills
hundreds of thousands of fish over-
night. Shore birds are affected. And on
and on the list goes.

As Ms. CASTOR pointed out and as Mr.
MACK has pointed out in our discus-
sions, making sure that we understand
what causes this and finding ways to
remediate it and prevent it is not only
in the interests of human health, it is
in the interests of our economy as well.

I am particularly pleased also that
the Puget Sound area, which is near
and dear to my heart and near to my
home, has received recognition. We
have got a serious problem off the
coast in terms of red tide. But within
the Puget Sound region, particularly
Hood Canal, there is a growing annual
development of a dead zone. And these
things seem to be developing earlier,
lasting longer, and growing in size.
This bill will help us understand why.

The bill has support from a broad
group of stakeholders, including Ocean
Champions and the PURRE Water Coa-
lition. And again, I am pleased that it
has been a bipartisan effort. Dr.
EHLERS, as I mentioned earlier, has
been instrumental for many years on
this. And of course CONNIE MACK has
been as well. I thank the gentlemen for
their input. Mr. HALL has offered some
constructive suggestions. And of course
as we move this forward and work with
the Senate, we will try to make sure
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we incorporate as many of those as we
can. Finally, I would also like to recog-
nize the staff who worked so diligently
on this bill: Shimere Williams and
Katrina Lassiter on the majority side,
and Tara Rothschild on the minority
side.

Ongoing research, development, and
implementation of an action strategy
are key components to addressing this
environmental challenge, and H.R. 3650
helps move us forward in each of these
areas. I urge my colleagues to support
H.R. 3650.

One last thing I will say. Under-
standing the impact of harmful algal
blooms in freshwater is absolutely crit-
ical. If a major metropolitan area de-
velops a toxic algal bloom, as I men-
tioned earlier, it will be extraor-
dinarily difficult to remove the toxins
from the waterway. It has happened in
some smaller communities. It is ex-
tremely costly, and can present an ur-
gent and immediate and hugely expen-
sive health crisis. We need to under-
stand how to prevent this, and we need
to understand how to treat it. This leg-
islation will help us do that both in the
saltwater and in the freshwater envi-
ronment. I urge its passage, and thank
my colleagues.

Mr. MACK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
express my strong support for H.R. 3650, the
Harmful Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research
and Control Amendments Act. | would like to
thank Congressman BAIRD who took the lead
this Congress, along with Congresswoman
KATHY CASTOR and Congressman ALLEN
BoyD, for their work on this important issue.
Passing this important piece of legislation is
the first step in increasing research for harmful
algal blooms while ensuring that scientists and
experts in the field, and not politicians, deter-
mine where research money is spent.

Last Congress, | introduced the Save Our
Shores Act to increase our commitment to re-
searching harmful algal blooms. Since then,
my colleagues and | have worked together to
tackle red tide and other harmful algal blooms.
The committee has crafted new language to
improve the legislation by including freshwater
harmful algal blooms and instituting regional
action plans.

These are important efforts and it is time we
recognize that although harmful algal blooms
affect our entire Nation, they are different
throughout the country. | represent the coastal
areas of southwest Florida. If you haven't
been there, it's a beautiful part of the country,
with miles and miles of white sandy beaches.
For southwest Florida, like many communities,
a healthy environment and a healthy economy
go hand-in-hand. As a kid growing up in Cape
Coral red tide blooms were short-lived
nuisances that lasted just a few days. Today,
however, these blooms continue for months at
a time, and they have long-lasting implications
that threaten the environment, people’s health,
and our overall quality of life. It is imperative
that we do more to understand and combat
this problem.

These blooms cause dangerous respiratory
distress and burning eyes, as well as the po-
tential for severe food poisoning from contami-
nated shellfish. Harmful algal blooms not only
affect our personal health, they also affect the
health of our economy. Red tide and other
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toxic blooms cost approximately $80 million
annually to communities across the United
States of America. From New England to the
Great Lakes, from California to South Caro-
lina, these toxic blooms affect us all.

Madam Speaker, by passing this legislation
today, the House of Representatives is giving
this important issue the attention it deserves.
| salute Congressman BAIRD and all the other
Members who cosponsored this legislation for
bringing this matter to the forefront and mak-
ing this research a priority. | urge all of my col-
leagues to support this vital legislation.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, | rise in
support of H.R. 3650, the “Harmful Algal
Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Control
Amendments Act of 2010”.

This legislation, which is an amendment to
the Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Re-
search and Control Act of 1998, provides addi-
tional focus on Federal efforts to understand,
detect, predict, control, mitigate, and respond
to both marine and freshwater harmful algal
blooms and hypoxia events.

| applaud the work of the principal sponsors
of this legislation, my colleagues on the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure,
the gentleman from Washington, Mr. BAIRD,
and the gentleman from Michigan, Mr.
EHLERS, and their bipartisan efforts to improve
the overall understanding and control of harm-
ful algal blooms and hypoxic conditions.

Over the past two Congresses, the Sub-
committee on Water Resources and Environ-
ment of the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure has held numerous hearings on
the impact of excessive nutrients on water
quality—most notably in connection with
nonpoint sources of pollution, coastal water
quality protection, under the BEACH Act, and
in the Great Lakes.

These hearings highlighted the strong sci-
entific evidence that excessive discharges of
nitrogen and phosphorous can result in the
growth of harmful algal blooms and hypoxic,
low-oxygen, conditions in receiving waters. Ac-
cording to testimony from the Environmental
Protection Agency, EPA, the most significant
sources of nutrients come from agricultural
runoff, as well as commercial or residential
fertilizers, animal waste, sewage treatment
plants, and air deposition from utilities and ve-
hicles. As is evident from the ongoing “dead-
zone” in the Gulf of Mexico and the emer-
gence of a similar “dead-zone” in Lake Erie,
additional efforts are warranted to reduce the
adverse impacts of excessive nutrients on na-
tional water quality.

EPA has statutory authority under the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act, more com-
monly known as the Clean Water Act, as well
as other Federal authorities, to implement pro-
grams designed to provide protections for
oceans, coastal waters, and freshwater lakes,
rivers, and streams.

Through the Clean Water Act’s National Pol-
lutant Discharge Elimination System, NPDES,
permitting program under section 402, the es-
tablishment of water quality standards by indi-
vidual States, and other Clean Water Act au-
thorities, both EPA and the States have statu-
tory tools available to target ongoing sources
of nitrogen and phosphorous and to minimize
the potential for harmful algal bloom outbreaks
or the creation of hypoxic conditions in the Na-
tion’s waters. Unfortunately, there has been
mixed success in equally addressing both
point sources, e.g., publicly owned treatment
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works and urban stormwater, and nonpoint
sources, e.g., runoff from urban lawns, con-
struction sites, and agricultural areas.

| believe that more needs to be done to
meet the goals of the Clean Water Act “to re-
store and protect the chemical, physical, and
biological integrity of the Nation’s waters.” We
should not be complacent with the fact that
one-third of the Nation’s assessed waters still
do not meet “fishable and swimmable” stand-
ards—as called for almost 40 years ago in the
1972 Clean Water Act.

| believe that the authorities contained in
H.R. 3650 can complement ongoing efforts by
the Environmental Protection Agency and
other Federal partners, including the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
NOAA, to address these remaining water qual-
ity challenges. However, this legislation should
not be interpreted as allowing other Federal
agencies to overtake or otherwise supplant
ongoing efforts by EPA, including efforts pur-
suant to the Clean Water Act.

| thank the Chairman of the Committee on
Science, the gentleman from Tennessee, Mr.
GORDON, and the Ranking Member of the
Committee on Science, the gentleman from
Texas, Mr. HALL, for their commitment to con-
tinue to work with the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure to enhance the imple-
mentation of the Federal harmful algal bloom
program.

As this legislation goes to conference with
the Other Body, | will continue to work with the
chairman and ranking member to ensure that
this legislation complements, not supplants,
ongoing efforts by EPA to control harmful algal
blooms and hypoxic conditions in the Nation’s
waters.

Increased Federal attention and account-
ability to harmful algal bloom and hypoxic con-
dition control efforts is important. This legisla-
tion provides an opportunity for increased co-
ordination between various Federal agencies,
States, and other stakeholders, while building
on the strong foundation of Federal efforts to
address harmful algal blooms and hypoxic
conditions to date.

| urge all of my colleagues to join me in
supporting this legislation.

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in support of H.R. 3650, the Harmful Algal
Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Control
Amendments Act of 2009. As a cosponsor of
this bill | strongly support the development of
a national strategy to address and respond to
marine and freshwater harmful algal bloom
and hypoxia events.

Coastal regions across the country are re-
porting increases in the occurrence of dev-
astating harmful algal blooms. It is believed
that excess nutrients from upstream cause
what are normally naturally occurring algae in
our coastal waters to rapidly increase in num-
ber causing a bloom.

These increased levels of algae have dev-
astating environmental, economic, and human
health impacts along our coastlines.

Harmful algal blooms produce powerful tox-
ins that kill fish, shellfish, mammals and birds.
In 2007, a devastating harmful algal bloom
along the California coastline—from San Luis
Obispo to Los Angeles—resulted in hundreds
of marine mammal and seabird deaths.

Toxins from harmful algae also accumulate
in shellfish causing commercial shellfish indus-
tries to close during blooms, which in turn
leads to significant economic losses to fishing
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families. Decreased tourism and recreation
during a bloom event can also result in the
loss of millions of dollars to local coastal
economies. Even worse, if contaminated shell-
fish are consumed it could result in paralysis
or even death. Increased cases of respiratory
distress, especially among seniors and chil-
dren, have been reported in areas affected by
these blooms.

Madam Speaker, | support the directive in
H.R. 3650, which establishes a Federal task
force that would develop regional action plans
to address and respond to harmful algal bloom
and hypoxia events around the country. Cur-
rently, hypoxic areas, or dead zones, have
been recurring over large areas of the Pacific
Northwest coastline for the last several years.

H.R. 3650 is a critical first step for devel-
oping strategies to mitigate the impacts of
harmful algal blooms on regional coastal water
quality, marine mammals and harvestable
shellfish.

| urge my colleagues to support H.R. 3650
to protect human health and coastal econo-
mies.

Mr. MOLLOHAN. Madam Speaker, | am
pleased to support H.R. 3650, the Harmful
Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Con-
trol Amendments Act of 2009, which recog-
nizes the growing problem of harmful algal
blooms in coastal and freshwater environ-
ments.

Unfortunately, | know all too well the need
for this legislation. In September of 2009, a
fish kill occurred in Dunkard Creek, a 38—mile
creek on the border of West Virginia and
Pennsylvania. According to news reports, this
massive fish kill eliminated more than 160
species of fish, salamanders and endangered
mussels from one of the most biologically-di-
verse streams in either State. The West Vir-
ginia Department of Environmental Protection
determined that golden algae caused the kill,
but much remains unknown. How did the
algae arrive in West Virginia? What factors
contributed to the bloom? How can blooms be
contained from moving throughout the water-
shed? More information is needed to develop
a thoughtful process to mitigate and control
the growth and spread of harmful algae.

Fortunately, the legislation under consider-
ation today recognizes the increasing number
of freshwater algal blooms, and establishes a
partnership between NOAA and EPA to re-
search, monitor and respond to those fresh-
water blooms. Ultimately, this legislation will
put West Virginia in a better position to ad-
dress existing blooms in the State and prevent
further spread of golden algae.

For West Virginia, this is an ecological and
economic issue. Our rivers, creeks and water-
sheds are recreation destinations, modes of
transportation, and are critical to local econo-
mies. | am pleased to support this measure,
and look forward to its enactment.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, | rise in
support of H.R. 3650, “The Harmful Algal
Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Control
Amendment Act of 2009.” This bill requires
the Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans
and Atmosphere to utilize the resources of the
Inter Agency Task Force on Harmful Algal
Blooms and Hypoxia Task Force to establish
and maintain a National Harmful Algal Bloom
and Hypoxia Program. This program will help
to develop and promote a national strategy to
address and respond to one of the major
problems facing our marine and freshwater
ecosystems: algae blooms.
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The need to address the ongoing harmful
blooms and hypoxic events that increase dalily,
in our oceans, lakes, rivers and waterways, is
long overdue. | applaud the fact that this bill
allows for closer coordination between state
and federal agencies through the use of inno-
vative demonstration projects. Similarly, | also
support provisions in this legislation that focus
our efforts to educate our citizens about the
causes and harmful environmental effects of
pollution and algal blooms in our oceans, riv-
ers, lakes, and waterways.

Water is our most critical natural resource
and this legislation will improve our Nation’s
ability to provide safe water to all. As we con-
tinue to experience climate change, the threat
posed by algal blooms will be a continuing
challenge. This legislation addresses this
threat in a measured, scientific manner and
will improve our ability to address this issue in
the future. | encourage my colleagues to sup-
port the bill.

Mr. BAIRD. I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
BAIRD) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3650, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES TO
CHILE EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res.
1144) expressing condolences to the
families of the victims of the February
27, 2010, earthquake in Chile, as well as
solidarity with and support for the peo-
ple of Chile as they plan for recovery
and reconstruction.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1144

Whereas, on February 27, 2010, an 8.8 mag-
nitude earthquake, one of the largest ever
recorded, struck off the coast of Chile;

Whereas casualty estimates, which number
in the hundreds and continue to grow, as
well as the destruction of entire coastal vil-
lages and extensive damage to highways,
bridges, apartments, and infrastructure,
have led to the Government of Chile’s dec-
laration of a ‘‘state of catastrophe’’;

Whereas an estimated 2,000,000 people, in-
cluding upwards of 1,500,000 displaced per-
sons, have been directly affected by the
earthquake, the tsunami, and its aftermath;

Whereas aftershocks numbering over 100,
including 8 aftershocks registering above a
6.0 magnitude, continue to affect the coast
and the rest of the country after the initial
120-second tremor, the strongest and most
damaging earthquake in Chile in the last 50
years;
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Whereas Chile had already overcome the
trials of more than a dozen previous 7.0-mag-
nitude or greater earthquakes since the 1960
Valdivia 9.5-magnitude quake, the largest
ever measured, which left thousands dead;

Whereas the tsunami caused by the earth-
quake, which came shortly after, with waves
measuring over 19 feet, slammed 124 miles of
Chile’s coast and accounted for a significant
percentage of the casualties and missing;

Whereas the threat of potential tsunamis
across the ‘““Ring of Fire”’ earthquake area
prompted warnings and advisories issued
from Hawaii to as far as the California coast
and Alaska;

Whereas according to the United States
Geological Survey (USGS), Concepcion,
Chile’s second largest city, was 70 miles from
the earthquake’s epicenter and suffered some
of the worst damage, and its hundreds of
thousands of residents initially remained
largely cut off from the remainder of the
country without many basic necessities, in-
cluding running water and electricity;

Whereas the coastal town of Dichato and
its 4,000 residents were among the hardest
hit, and is reportedly 80 percent destroyed;

Whereas 80 percent of Talcahuano’s 180,000
residents living on the Chilean coast were
left homeless by the earthquake;

Whereas initial estimates of the damage
costs range from $15,000,000,000 to
$30,000,000,000;

Whereas basic necessities across the coun-
try, including electricity, clean water ac-
cess, telephone access, and communication
systems, continue to be restored on a pro-
gressive basis in many zones;

Whereas the Government of Chile con-
tinues to deliver aid to affected citizens to
the best of its ability, including airlifting
supplies to remote towns;

Whereas the Government of Chile has
taken significant measures to maintain
order and public security in the streets to
prevent more widespread panic and chaos as
damage assessments are made and relief is
delivered;

Whereas Chile is a political and economic
leader and a close ally of the United States
in Latin America;

Whereas the people and Government of
Chile have stood resolute and steadfast in
the face of a long history of destructive
earthquakes;

Whereas Chile’s stringent building codes,
which one local architect called ‘‘our proud
building standards’’, as well as the Govern-
ment of Chile’s ability to implement them,
greatly mitigated the impact of this cata-
strophic natural event both in terms of cas-
ualties and physical damage to the infra-
structure of the country;

Whereas Chile showed its deep generosity
and responsibility as a regional ally when it
deployed Chilean earthquake rescue teams,
which Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton has described as among the best in
the world, to Haiti following its devastating
earthquake earlier this year;

Whereas these search and rescue teams
continue to work tirelessly to save more
lives from collapsed buildings and neighbor-
hoods struck by the earthquake in Chile;

Whereas several international urban
search and rescue teams remain prepared to
deploy to Chile if the need arises;

Whereas sitting Chilean President Michelle
Bachelet declared the natural disaster ‘‘a ca-
tastrophe of such unthinkable magnitude
that it will require a giant effort to re-
cover’’;

Whereas incoming Chilean President Se-
bastian Pinera, to be sworn in March 11, 2010,
expressed that ‘“The future government is
working tirelessly and will continue to con-
front the emergency that Pres. Bachelet is
facing, because the emergency will not be
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over in five days. We are set to tackle some-
thing even more difficult, which is to lift
Chile up, to reconstruct our country’’;

Whereas President Obama declared that
the United States ‘‘stands ready to assist in
the rescue and recovery efforts and we have
resources that are positioned to deploy
should the Chilean government ask for our
help.”’;

Whereas Secretary Clinton visited Chile on
March 2, 2010, delivering crucial communica-
tion equipment, and vowed that ‘“We’ll be
here to help when others leave because we
are committed to this partnership and this
friendship with Chile.”’; and

Whereas the world stands ready to swiftly
aid those affected by this epic natural dis-
aster: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) mourns the significant loss of life, as
well as the physical damage, caused by the
February 27, 2010, earthquake and resulting
tsunami in Chile;

(2) expresses its deepest condolences and
sympathy to the families of the victims of
this horrific tragedy, and solidarity with the
millions of affected Chileans;

(3) recognizes that Chile is and remains a
close ally and friend of the United States;

(4) recognizes that Chile’s embrace of
democratic ideals and the Government of
Chile’s ability to implement strict building
standards due to its strong governance struc-
ture greatly mitigated the impact of this
natural disaster;

(5) commends the rescue, relief, and recov-
ery actions, still underway, taken by the
Government of Chile;

(6) commends the United States Govern-
ment, the entire international community,
and nongovernmental organizations for their
prompt deployment of assistance to Chile;

(7) urges the President to continue to sup-
port the Government of Chile, as it assesses
its relief and recovery needs; and

(8) pays tribute to the resilience, strength,
and courage of the people of Chile as they
begin the recovery and rebuilding process.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the resolution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I rise in strong support of this
resolution and yield myself as much
time as I may consume.

This resolution, introduced by my
good friend and colleague from Texas,
RUBEN HINOJOSA, marks the tragedy of
a second powerful earthquake in as
many months to strike a country in
the Western Hemisphere, this time our
close friend and ally Chile.

On February 27, an 8.8-magnitude
tremor struck just 70 miles away from
Chile’s second largest city, Concepcion,
and has left a terrible toll in its wake.
The Chilean people have a long history
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of resolve in the face of past earth-
quakes. Last month’s quake was one of
the largest ever recorded, and the
worst to hit the country since a 1960
earthquake, the strongest ever meas-
ured.

The tsunami and aftershocks from
this quake, one of which measured 6.3
this past Friday, led to the declaration
of a state of catastrophe for this eco-
nomic and political leader in Latin
America. The Chilean people are now
faced with an unprecedented challenge
to recover and rebuild, and they de-
serve our support.

Official casualty estimates number
in the hundreds, while another 2 mil-
lion people, including as many as 1.5
million displaced persons, were di-
rectly affected by the temblor and the
crashing 19-foot waves that soon fol-
lowed. In addition to the human toll,
estimates of the cost of physical dam-
age range from $15 to $30 billion, in-
cluding the destruction of entire coast-
al villages, damages to roads, bridges,
residences, and other infrastructure.

The international community rallied
behind Chile with financial contribu-
tions, donations of telecommuni-
cations equipment, and offers of expert
technical help in the immediate after-
math of this 120-second quake, which
was 500 times more powerful than the
7.0-magnitude tremor that hit Haiti
just over 6 weeks prior. In this context,
it is important to highlight Chile’s
generosity in dispatching some of its
own outstanding earthquake rescue
teams to Haiti in that country’s time
of desperate need just weeks before.

It is also worth noting that Chile’s
embrace of good governance, and spe-
cifically its ability to create, imple-
ment, and enforce strict building codes
played a major role in mitigating the
effects of this terrible event, which
could have had so much more by way of
loss of lives.

In spite of this epic natural disaster,
the Chilean people and their govern-
ment remain committed to the prin-
ciples of unity and rebuilding their
lives and restoring their country. This
resolution makes it clear that as they
go about this critical task, the United
States stands with them.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this important reso-
lution, and reserve the balance of my
time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

I rise today as a proud original co-
sponsor of the bill before us, House
Resolution 1144, and join my colleagues
in expressing our heartfelt sympathy
to all of those impacted by the dev-
astating earthquake in Chile 2 weeks
ago. The strength and the magnitude of
this quake and its resulting tsunami
caused hundreds of lives to be lost and
left countless survivors homeless.

As the Government of Chile con-
tinues to carry out its immediate relief
and recovery efforts and complete its
damage assessments, we are just begin-
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ning to get a sense of how much this
destruction has brought about. Nearly
1.5 million homes are reported to have
been damaged, and many historic
structures collapsed. An estimated 2
million people in Chile were displaced
by the quake and the subsequent
tsunamis that swept away entire coast-
al towns. However, the democratic sta-
bility and the strong government
structures in place prior to the earth-
quake will undoubtedly enable Chile to
respond responsibly to this disaster. In
particular, its commitment to free
market principles will allow private
sector actors to immediately respond
to certain damaged sectors such as
water and sanitation. This will help to
minimize the tremendous challenges
facing the government of Chile in the
aftermath of the crisis. It will allow
domestic and international assistance
to go only where it is absolutely need-

ed.

The U.S. Southern Command,
SOUTHCOM, based in my home district
of Miami, Florida, has played a vital
role in providing necessary assistance
to the people of Chile. While we are
carrying out important relief efforts in
Haiti, here the U.S. military has helped
to provide important satellite commu-
nications equipment to the emergency
operation and response officials in
Chile. What an incredible statement
that is for our wonderful men and
women serving our Nation’s Armed
Forces.

Our military is also in the process of
deploying an Expeditionary Medical
Support team, EMEDS unit, to help in-
crease crucial medical capabilities in
that country. And we thank them for
their prompt action.

I join my colleagues in expressing
our condolences to those impacted by
this terrible disaster. The TUnited
States will continue to stand side by
side with the people of Chile as they
begin to recover.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I thank my good friend and
colleague from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN), the ranking member of the
Foreign Affairs Committee.

I now yield 4 minutes to the chair-
man of the Higher Education Sub-
committee, my friend from Texas (Mr.
HINOJOSA).

Mr. HINOJOSA. I thank the gen-
tleman from Virginia for yielding time.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 1144. The res-
olution expresses the House of Rep-
resentatives’ condolences for the fami-
lies of the victims of the powerful
earthquake in Chile, as well as soli-
darity with and support for the people
of Chile.

Let me first thank Chairman BER-
MAN, Subcommittee Chairman ENGEL,
and my friend and colleague Ranking
Member ROS-LEHTINEN for helping
bring this resolution to the floor. I
would also like to thank my colleagues
in the Congressional Hispanic Caucus,
who are unanimously in support of H.
Res. 1144.
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Chile and the United States have a
long-standing and important partner-
ship. It is one of mutual respect and
understanding. Both countries under-
stand their democratic and economic
prosperity are aligned, and that we
need to work together for our mutual
benefit. The Congressional Hispanic
Caucus has worked to build on this re-
lationship by recognizing the rich cul-
tural heritage both nations share.

As chairman of the CHC’s task force
on commerce and international rela-
tions, I am committed to working with
my colleagues to strengthen our rela-
tions with our neighbors in the West-
ern Hemisphere.

0O 1515

The devastating disaster that has
struck Chile is a humanitarian impera-
tive requiring immediate action. Mil-
lions of families have lost their home
or been displaced by the gigantic earth-
quake and the following tsunami and
strong aftershocks. Hundreds have died
and many are still missing. Hundreds
of thousands of families in Chile re-
main without running water or power.

The United States has been quick to
respond to President Bachelet’s call for
help and is providing much-needed
equipment to reestablish communica-
tion and has deployed two C-130 cargo
planes to help transport humanitarian
cargo. The United States stands ready
to provide whatever additional aid is
necessary to help the victims of this
natural disaster. We have seen the gen-
erosity of the American people during
the recent disaster in Haiti, and I am
confident that spirit of generosity will
also be extended to the people of Chile.

In closing, I want to say that the res-
olution recounts the tragic events that
have unfolded in Chile so I will not
read it again. The resolution reaffirms
the House of Representatives’ commit-
ment to the people of Chile to aid in
their speedy recovery. We applaud the
resolve and the resilience of those af-
fected by the earthquake. The people of
Chile on other occasions have come to-
gether to help their friends and neigh-
bors rebuild. Today we want to assure
them that we will stand by their side
to help as they recover from this trag-
edy.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
this important resolution.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I want to thank Mr. HINOJOSA
for his leadership on this important
resolution, and I thank my colleague
from Florida.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
CONNOLLY) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1144.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———————

SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING AS-
SISTANCE TO MEXICO IN FIGHT
AGAINST DRUG VIOLENCE

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res.
1032) expressing the sense of the House
of Representatives that the United
States should continue to assist the
Mexican Government in fighting the
drug cartels and curbing violence
against Mexican and United States
citizens, both in the United States and
abroad, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1032

Whereas Mr. Agustin Roberto ‘‘Bobby”’
Salcedo, a United States citizen and resident
of California, was senselessly murdered on
December 31, 2009, at the young age of 33
while vacationing with his family in the city
of Gomez Palacio, Durango, Mexico;

Whereas Bobby Salcedo was a rising star in
the community, had just been elected to his
second term as a member of the El Monte
City School Board, and served as the vice
principal and football coach at his alma
mater, Mountain View High School;

Whereas Bobby Salcedo was studying for
his doctorate in educational leadership at
the University of California, Los Angeles,
after having earned his bachelor’s degree in
history from California State University,
Long Beach, and a master’s degree in edu-
cational administration from California
State University, San Bernardino;

Whereas Bobby Salcedo, the son of immi-
grant parents, sought to chart a better
course for his entire community, serving as
a local leader for such organizations as the
South El Monte/Gomez Palacio, Durango,
Mexico Sister City Organization;

Whereas, on December 31, 2009, Mr. Salcedo
was having dinner in Mexico in a restaurant
with family and friends when a group of
armed and masked men burst in and forcibly
removed Mr. Salcedo and 5 other men;

Whereas Mr. Salcedo was killed execution-
style with a single gunshot to the head;

Whereas Bobby Salcedo’s body, along with
the bodies of the 5 other men, was found sev-
eral hours later dumped in a field near a
canal;

Whereas the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion has been asked by the Government of
Mexico to assist in investigating the death of
Mr. Salcedo;

Whereas innocents are directly impacted
by drug-related violence in Mexico;

Whereas the Mexican drug cartels are
major producers and suppliers to the United
States market for heroin, methamphet-
amine, and marijuana and the major transit
country for 90 percent of the cocaine sold in
the United States;

Whereas the National Drug Intelligence
Center, a component of the U.S. Department
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of Justice, has identified Mexican drug traf-
ficking organizations as ‘‘the greatest drug
trafficking threat to the United States’’;

Whereas the illegal trafficking of firearms,
including from the United States to Mexico,
contributes to drug-related violence, and the
United States-Mexico Joint Statement on
the Merida Initiative on October 22, 2007,
stated that the United States will ‘‘continue
to combat trafficking of weapons and bulk
currency to Mexico.”’;

Whereas the Mexican drug cartels have be-
come increasingly violent, killing at least
5,600 people in 2008 and more than 7,000 peo-
ple in 2009;

Whereas the Mexican State of Durango,
where Bobby Salcedo’s execution took place,
is one of the most violent with more than 700
recorded gang related killings in 2009;

Whereas the Government of President
Felipe Calderon has significantly stepped up
Mexico’s efforts to confront the drug cartels
and end the violence, deploying some 45,000
troops and 5,000 police throughout Mexico;
and

Whereas the United States Congress has
appropriated over $1,300,000,000 under the
Merida Initiative to help Mexico break the
power and impunity of the drug cartels, as-
sist the Government of Mexico in strength-
ening its judicial and law enforcement insti-
tutions, curtail gang activity in Mexico, and
disrupt demand for and distribution of drugs
in the region: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses sorrow at the death of Mr.
Agustin Roberto ‘““‘Bobby’’ Salcedo;

(2) supports continued cooperation between
the United States Government and the Gov-
ernment of Mexico to help identify and con-
vict Mr. Salcedo’s killers;

(3) calls on the Governments of the United
States and Mexico to increase cooperation to
prosecute those responsible for the drug-re-
lated killings of innocents in Mexico, be they
United States or Mexican citizens; and

(4) reaffirms its continued support for bi-
lateral cooperation with Mexico to break the
power of the Mexican drug cartels and turn
the tide of violence.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CLAY). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY)
and the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the resolution under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in strong support of this
resolution, and I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

On December 31, Mr. Agustin Roberto
“Bobby” Salcedo, a high school vice
principal and school board member,
and a young leader of several local or-
ganizations, was brutally murdered
while on a family vacation in Durango
state, Mexico, at the hands of violent
men with ties to Mexican drug cartels.
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While enjoying the company of fam-
ily and friends at a restaurant in the
city of Gomez Palacio, Mr. Salcedo and
five other patrons were taken hostage
by a group of masked, armed individ-
uals. They were all subsequently killed
execution-style, their bodies discovered
in a field a few hours later.

This incident is a tragic example of
the drug-related violence that is plagu-
ing Mexico today. Reliable estimates
suggest that more than 16,000 people
have died in drug-related violence since
President Felipe Calderon declared a
war on drug traffickers in January
2007, including almost 8,000 deaths in
2009 alone and over 1,000 so far this
year.

Many of those killed each year are
associated with the drug trade, but
there has been an alarming increase in
the number of innocent bystanders who
have become victims of the violence,
including Mr. Salcedo. Last year, more
than 500 women and children were
killed by these cartels. The Depart-
ment of Justice has identified the
Mexican cartels as ‘‘the greatest drug
trafficking threat to the TUnited
States.”” Indeed, these cartels are
major producers and suppliers of her-
oin, methamphetamine, and marijuana
to the United States drug market and
the major transit country for 90 per-
cent of the cocaine sold in the United
States.

In light of horrific events such as Mr.
Salcedo’s senseless murder, which the
FBI continues to investigate, alongside
Mexican authorities, we must continue
to seek justice for all American citi-
zens and other innocents harmed by
drug-related violence.

Mr. Salcedo was a respected member
of his El Monte, California, commu-
nity, and an inspiration to so many of
his students. His friends and family de-
serve to see that his murderers and
their patrons are brought to justice.
The United States must continue to
work with Mexico to break the grip of
the powerful drug cartels, curtail vio-
lence, reduce arms trafficking from the
United States to Mexico, and diminish
the demand for drugs throughout North
America.

It is important that we express our
solidarity with the Mexican people and
government who are on the front lines
of the fight against the cartels, and
that we work together closely to ad-
dress the drug-related violence that
has had such a devastating effect on
both of our countries.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to join my
colleague in supporting the ongoing co-
operation between the United States
and Mexico to fight the drug cartels
and curb the drug-related violence
which is increasingly impacting our
citizens on both sides of the border.
There is no doubt that through the
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Merida Initiative, significant gains
have been made against narcotraf-
fickers and organized crime in Mexico
over the past couple of years.

However, as is to be expected, the
harder we fight to get them off the
streets, the harder they fight to stay
there. More than 7,000 people were
killed at the hands of drug-related vio-
lence in Mexico last year alone. One of
those victims is recognized in this reso-
lution, Mr. Agustin Roberto ‘‘Bobby”’
Salcedo, a U.S. citizen and resident of
California. Mr. Salcedo was in Mexico
visiting his family, and was with fam-
ily on New Year’s Eve when, as the res-
olution states, he was callously ab-
ducted and murdered by a group of
masked, armed men. His family has yet
to learn why.

Unfortunately, Mr. Salcedo’s story is
one that many of us are becoming all
too familiar with. Over 14 months ago,
Mr. Felix Batista, a constituent of my
congressional district, disappeared in
Mexico. He has not been heard from or
seen since. I have worked closely with
many of my colleagues in the Florida
delegation, both in the House and the
Senate, especially our Florida Senator
BILL NELSON, to try to help his family
over the last year. And while it is my
understanding that the FBI and Mexi-
can authorities were investigating his
case, his family has yet to gain a bet-
ter understanding of exactly what hap-
pened to Mr. Batista on December 10,
2008.

The tragic disappearance of Mr.
Batista and so many other Americans
who have been victims of violence in
Mexico demonstrates that the security
challenges facing our neighbor in the
south also pose a threat to the safety
of our Nation and our citizens. It is
critical that we continue to work with
Mexico and other democratic partners
in the region to present a united front
against narcotraffickers in our hemi-
sphere. We especially must not forget
our partners in Colombia. While there
is no doubt that tremendous advances
have been made, the premature reduc-
tion in assistance to Colombia would
undoubtedly put these great gains at
risk. Much hard work remains to be
done in Colombia and throughout the
region.

Together we can successfully con-
front the transnational nature of these
criminals and their illicit activities.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 6 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. CHU).

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
support of House Resolution 1032, a res-
olution to honor Agustin ‘“‘Bobby”
Salcedo, an exemplary American cit-
izen who was the victim of a shocking
murder in Mexico, and to urge the
United States to be resolute in its ef-
forts to help Mexico fight the drug car-
tels.

This past December, Bobby traveled
to Gomez Palacio in the Mexican state
of Durango to visit his wife’s family for
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the holidays. On New Year’s Eve, he
was out with family and friends at a
local restaurant when gunmen burst in
and dragged Bobby, along with five
other men, out of the restaurant at
gunpoint. They were then each shot to
death execution-style. The next day,
all six bodies were found dumped in a
ditch. Bobby was only 33 years old.

I met Bobby early in his career. Hav-
ing grown up in my district, in El
Monte, California, he was dedicated to
improving the lives of children in his
community. He was an elected school
board member in the El Monte School
District. He returned to his alma mater
to become its assistant principal and
was studying for his doctorate in edu-
cation at UCLA. It was clear to every-
one who knew him that he was going
somewhere. He was a rising star.

After the investigation began, it was
confirmed that none of the six murder
victims were connected to the drug
trade in any way. Bobby and the others
were in the wrong place at the wrong
time. Their deaths exemplify the grow-
ing number of innocent bystanders who
are becoming victimized by cartel vio-
lence in Mexico. It had seemed as
though the situation could not get
worse. However, only weeks after
Bobby was murdered, the lead state in-
vestigator in his case was also shot
dead by the drug cartels.

Bobby’s murder brings to the fore-
front two critical issues: the urgency
in finding the killers of Bobby Salcedo,
and the importance of reducing the vio-
lence of the drug cartels in Mexico.
There must be justice in the murder of
Bobby Salcedo, but the challenges are
great. The state of Durango is one of
the most violent in Mexico. In 2009,
there were 637 cartel-style murders in
Durango, and not one of the cases has
been solved by the police. State au-
thorities are limited in their resources,
and the cartels have successfully cor-
rupted or scared away many officials
from interfering in their business.

That is why I have asked the Mexi-
can Government to make every effort
to bring the full force of the federal
government on the Salcedo murder.
The federal government’s strong stance
against organized crime offers hope in
this case. The federal government has
greater resources at their disposal,
such as forensic equipment, manpower,
and training. Although the federal gov-
ernment has yet to federalize Bobby’s
case, I am hopeful they will realize this
case is a symbol for both of our coun-
tries and can demonstrate to all par-
ties that progress can be made.

We cannot allow the death of inno-
cent bystanders, of American citizens,
to pass without consequence. Until
there is true accountability for the vio-
lence, there is little incentive for the
drug lords to keep peace. But the over-
all solution is not stopping the vio-
lence of the drug cartels. The U.S.
must be resolute in supporting Mexi-
co’s efforts to combat the drug trade
and its violent consequences. There has
been progress. President Felipe
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Calderon made the combating of drug
violence his focal point. He greatly in-
creased efforts on the Federal level to
track down the drug kingpins and re-
duce their supply lines.
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In 2007 the United States and Mexico
worked together to pass the Merida
Initiative. This agreement took Mexi-
can and American cooperation to a
whole new level, providing over $1.3 bil-
lion to support the Mexican Govern-
ment in its fight. The funds went to

helicopters, surveillance aircraft,
interdiction equipment, nonintrusive
inspection equipment and improved

data collection capabilities, as well as
provided for training programs and in-
stitution building in Mexico.

But now we are at a critical point.
The Merida Initiative will expire at the
end of this year, the war has not been
won, and the violence grows more dis-
turbing each day. That is why Congress
and the administration must decide
now how to implement the next phase
of this partnership.

In my conversations with law en-
forcement and state departments,
three elements are critical in a new
initiative: fighting the massive money
laundering of funds out of the U.S., im-
proving the forensic technology avail-
able to Mexican law enforcement enti-
ties, and helping Mexico rebuild its ju-
dicial institutions.

On money laundering: Every year be-
tween $8 billion to $10 billion is smug-
gled out of the U.S. by the drug cartels.
Even as our law enforcement agencies
are improving their ability to stop
these funds from leaving the country,
the cartels are finding novel ways to
launder money. They are using money
service businesses, online services, and
even legitimate retail businesses as
fronts for their illegal transactions,
and they are also using massive bulk
cash transfers. Stopping the money
laundering gets at the heart of the
drug cartel operation.

On technology: Mexican state and
local law enforcement agencies are
sorely lacking in the appropriate tech-
nology to combat these well-armed
cartels. We must focus more of our ef-
forts on the local institutions to pro-
vide them with 2lst-century law en-
forcement technology.

And on the judiciary: until we have a
partner with a strong judiciary and ob-
jective law enforcement, the cartels
will continue to run free. By providing
resources to train law enforcement and
rooting out corruption amongst them,
drug kingpins will be forced to face the
consequences of their actions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. I yield
an additional 30 seconds for my col-
league to sum up.

Ms. CHU. Now is the time to pass this
resolution. Bobby Salcedo’s death is a
brutal reminder that this violence is a
growing threat not just to Mexicans,
but also to Americans. Bringing his
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killers to justice will vindicate his
death, and ending the violence in Mex-
ico will save the lives of thousands of
innocent victims in this gruesome war.
For these reasons, I urge you to vote in
favor of this resolution.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I want to congratulate our
colleague from California (Ms. CHU) for
her leadership on this issue.

I was in Mexico just about 1 year ago,
and clearly the unfolding violence is
something that ought to be of great
concern to every American. It is just
on the southern part of our border, and
frankly it is something that is very
alarming in its scope and in its unpar-
alleled violence. I thank our colleague
from California for bringing this once
again to the attention of the United
States Congress.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H. Res. 1032.

H. Res. 1032 not only stresses the need to
work with the Mexican law enforcement com-
munity in the fight against drug cartels, it also
honors the life of EI Monte resident, Agustin
Roberto “Bobby” Salcedo. El Monte is a great
city in the San Gabriel Valley which Congress-
woman CHU, the author of this resolution, and
| represent. | am pleased to be a cosponsor
of H. Res. 1032 and | want to thank Con-
gresswoman CHU for her hard work on this im-
portant issue, and her dedication to the
Salcedo family and the EI Monte community.

Mr. Salcedo was an innocent bystander in
the relentless, ongoing drug war that is being
waged throughout Mexico. He was viciously
murdered, along with five other men, while vis-
iting family in Mexico over the holidays. It is
clear that Bobby Salcedo touched the lives of
thousands through his work as a teacher,
coach and school administrator and | offer my
deepest condolences his family and friends.
The community of ElI Monte lost an out-
standing family man, friend, colleague and ed-
ucator.

Unfortunately Mr. Salcedo is not the only in-
nocent victim in this drug war. As noted in H.
Res. 1032, there has been an outbreak of vio-
lence in Mexico and individuals who have no
connection whatsoever to the drug cartels are
in danger. | will continue to support efforts in
Congress to ensure that our law enforcement
have the resources they need to end drug re-
lated violence in Mexico and the United
States. This will not be an easy task. The car-
tels are ruthless in their desire to continue the
brutality.

The Mexican government and the FBI are
working together to solve Mr. Salcedo’s mur-
der. It is my hope that with continued coopera-
tion between law enforcement agencies in
both the United States and Mexico, the indi-
viduals who committed this senseless crime
against Mr. Salcedo will soon be brought to
justice.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in strong support of H. Res. 1032, “Ex-
pressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the United States should
continue to assist the Mexican Government in
fighting the drug cartels and curbing violence
against Mexican and United States citizens,
both in the United States and abroad.”
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Let me begin by thanking my colleague
Representative JuDY CHU for introducing this
resolution, as it is vitally important both to our
national security and the safety of the Amer-
ican people that we confront the problem of
transnational drug trafficking and attempt to
reduce the violence associated with the trade
of narcotics.

Violence related to the drug trade has hit
catastrophic proportions over the last few
years. Just across the United States-Mexico
border from my home state of Texas a battle
is being waged by armed gangs for the control
of the illicit transnational drug market. In Mex-
ico alone, drug cartels killed at least 5,600
people in 2008 and that number increased to
more than 7,000 people in 2009. | condemn in
the strongest possible terms this type of
senseless violence and will work to see that
violence against civilians in the U.S. and in
Mexico is curbed or eliminated.

Unfortunately, execution-style killings and
kidnappings have become the norm in many
Mexican cities like Ciudad Juarez and Gomez
Palacio as drug cartels attempt to extend the
reach of their power and institute a sense of
fear over the local populations.

In one of the most atrocious acts of violence
against an innocent U.S. citizen, Bobby
Salcedo was killed execution-style while vaca-
tioning in Mexico by a single gunshot to the
head after being kidnapped. Mr. Salcedo was
kidnapped while at dinner with family and
friends in a restaurant and had no apparent
connections to the drug or arms trade.

Mr. Salcedo was a pillar of his community in
El Monte City, California where he served on
the local School Board, and also served as
the vice principal and football coach of Moun-
tain View High School. Mr. Salcedo also
served as a local leader for such organizations
as the South ElI Monte/Gomez Palacio, Du-
rango, Mexico Sister City Organization.

Furthermore, Mr. Salcedo was in the proc-
ess of earning a doctoral degree in edu-
cational leadership at the University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles, and had previously
earned his bachelor's degree in history from
California State University, Long Beach, and a
master’'s degree in educational administration
from California  State  University, San
Bernardino.

Violence from the drug trade has also cre-
ated many problems in my home city of Hous-
ton, Texas. Houston has one of the highest
murder rates among U.S. cities with a popu-
lation over 1 million. Furthermore, much of this
violence likely stems from the fact that Hous-
ton is a major hub for drug traffickers, who
supply cocaine, marijuana, heroin, and meth-
amphetamine to distributors in other American
markets. Many of these issues surrounding vi-
olence also stem from the problem of
transnational gangs and organized crime car-
tels.

There are currently at least seven drug car-
tel organizations operating between the U.S.
and Mexico. These groups are not only in-
volved in the illicit transportation of drugs but
are also involved in the illicit trade of firearms,
execution of public officials and these groups
have also terrorized entire local populations.

Many of these gangs and cartel organiza-
tions also have vast links and networks within
the U.S., some even managing to penetrate
American Junior High and High Schools. It is
important that we recognize this threat and
work towards the dissolution of these groups
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and continue to  promote
transnational trade and exchange.

| would like to commend the Mexican Gov-
ernment under the leadership of President
Felipe Calderon for having significantly in-
creased their efforts to stop the drug cartels
and end the violence, deploying some 45,000
troops and 5,000 police throughout Mexico.
We in the U.S. will continue to support the
Mexican Government as we did in 2008 when
over $1,300,000,000 was appropriated to the
Mexican Government to fight the illicit drug
trade. This money was appropriated under the
Merida Initiative to help break the power of the
drug cartels, assist the Mexican Government
in strengthening its military organizations, to
help improve the capacity of its justice system,
curtail gang activity in Mexico, and to diminish
demand for drugs in the region

It is important that we continue to work vigi-
lantly towards breaking the illicit drug trade
links and networks between the U.S. and Mex-
ico while working together to create a bright
future through legitimate commercial and fi-
nancial trade between our two great nations. |
am quite confident that through a concerted
effort towards increasing transnational trade
and creating opportunities in the legitimate
sector we can work towards a brighter future
for both the U.S. and Mexico.

| ask that my colleagues support this resolu-
tion. | also ask my colleagues for their contin-
ued support of anti-drug trade measures as
well as their support for ending the spate of vi-
olence that has become associated with the
drug trade.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I have no further requests for
time, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
CONNOLLY) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1032, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

The title of the resolution was
amended so as to read: ‘‘Expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives
that the United States should continue
to assist the Government of Mexico in
fighting the drug cartels and curbing
violence against Mexican and United
States citizens, both in the United
States and abroad.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

legitimate

———————

RECOGNIZING THE PLIGHT OF
PEOPLE WITH ALBINISM IN EAST
AFRICA

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res.
1088) recognizing the plight of people
with albinism in East Africa and con-
demning their murder and mutilation,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1088

Whereas, in parts of East Africa, most no-

tably Tanzania, shamans promote the rep-
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rehensible belief that people with albinism
are less than human, and that their body
parts can be made into potions to bring
wealth or luck;

Whereas over the last 2 years, more than 50
adults and children with albinism have been
murdered in East Africa by mercenaries who
sell their body parts to shamans;

Whereas countless other people with albi-
nism have survived these attacks, but have
been permanently mutilated in the name of
profit;

Whereas two mothers of children with albi-
nism were attacked by gangs who were
searching for the children in Eastern Tan-
zania in November 2008;

Whereas a 10-year-old boy with albinism,
Gasper Elikana, was beheaded by men who
fled with his leg in October 2008;

Whereas a 28-year-old woman with albi-
nism, Mariamu Stanford, was attacked while
she slept, losing both of her arms and her un-
born child in October 2008;

Whereas a 17-year-old woman with albi-
nism from Kenya, Vumilia Makoye, was
killed by 2 men in her home who sawed off
her legs in May 2008;

Whereas hundreds of children with albi-
nism are living in fear for their lives in rural
areas;

Whereas people with albinism are rou-
tinely shunned by their communities and
often excluded from East African society;

Whereas a number of government officials
in rural areas of East Africa have ignored or
even colluded with local shamans in these
degradations;

Whereas people with albinism in East Afri-
ca generally are not provided with life-sav-
ing information about preventing skin can-
cer, and have no means of protecting them-
selves from excess sunlight; and

Whereas people with albinism lack access
to medical treatment for skin cancer, and
the average person in East Africa with albi-
nism dies by age 30 from skin cancer, and
only 2 percent of people with albinism in
that region live to age 40: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns the murder and mutilation of
adults and children with albinism for their
body parts;

(2) expresses support for people with albi-
nism in East Africa who have been the vic-
tims of such attacks;

(3) recognizes that the murder and mutila-
tion of people with albinism in East Africa is
a gross violation of human rights;

(4) urges governments in East Africa, par-
ticularly the Governments of Tanzania and
Burundi, to take immediate action to pre-
vent further violence against persons with
albinism and to bring to swift justice those
who have engaged in such reprehensible
practices;

(5) calls upon governments in East Africa,
along with international organizations and
other donors, including the United States, to
actively support the education of people with
albinism about the prevention of skin cancer
and provide appropriate levels of assistance
toward that end;

(6) calls upon governments in East Africa,
along with international organizations, to
educate populations in East Africa about the
realities of albinism, with the purpose of
eliminating discrimination and abuses
against people with albinism; and

(7) calls upon the United States to work
with the governments of East Africa, and
international organizations and other do-
nors, to eliminate violence against people
with albinism.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
CHU). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
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tleman from Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY)
and the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I rise in strong support of this
resolution and yield myself such time
as I may consume.

House Resolution 1088 shines a light
on the untold horrors men and women
with albinism have faced and continue
to face in East Africa where human
beings with albinism are butchered and
their body parts sold for profit. These
acts of brutal murder are best told
through the story of a brave Tanzanian
mother, one of the few survivors of the
attacks. I had the honor of meeting a
survivor of one of these attacks, a
young woman from Tanzania named
Mariamu Stanford, who epitomizes the
essence of bravery.

These horrific acts, like the crime
committed against Mariamu, are per-
petrated by shamans who believe that
the body parts of people with albinism
have magical powers and can be mixed
in potions to bring the buyer good
luck. Rural villages have strong incen-
tive to harvest the limbs of their
neighbors with albinism because a sin-
gle limb can sell for as much as $2,000,
a king’s ransom in Tanzania’s country-
side.

Mariamu, who has albinism, is one of
the few survivors of these attacks. Her
story is one of fear, horror, and unbe-
lievable courage. She told me her story
through an interpreter the last day of
the first session of this Congress in De-
cember.

One night in October of 2008, when
Mariamu was sleep with her toddler
son, a group of machete-wielding men
from her own village broke into her
home and attacked her. They cut off
both of her arms while she struggled,
screamed and shielded her 2-year-old
from the blows. It was 6 long hours
after the attack before Mariamu, who
was 5 months pregnant, was able to re-
ceive any medical treatment. In the
end, she lost her unborn baby, but she
survived; and she is now relaying her
story in the hopes that these brutal
crimes against people with albinism
will come to an end.

Mariamu came to the United States
for a visit thanks to the generosity of
many, including some of my constitu-
ents from northern Virginia with albi-
nism and some who are parents of chil-
dren with albinism, several of whom
are here today in the gallery. While she
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was here for nearly 2 weeks in Decem-
ber, Mariamu was fitted with pros-
thetic arms donated by the Orthotic
Prosthetic Center in Fairfax County,
Virginia; and she underwent intensive
physical therapy.

She is a rare survivor of a horrific
and inhumane crime that is of growing
concern in East Africa. More than 54
people with albinism have been butch-
ered in the region, most of them
women and children. In November of
2008, a 6-year-old girl was shot dead in
Burundi’s eastern province of Ruyigi,
close to the border of Tanzania. Her
attackers removed her head and limbs,
leaving only her dismembered torso. In
January of 2009, three men armed with
machetes Kkilled an 8-year-old boy in
Burundi and smuggled his limbs into
Tanzania. Every one of these stories
borders on the unbelievable and, quite
frankly, must turn every stomach of
those of us who have to hear them.

Not only do people with albinism face
violence in parts of the world, but they
are also at high risk for medical com-
plications such as skin cancer and poor
vision due to the lower melanin levels
in their skin. In East Africa’s harsh
sun, this is a lethal combination, but
oftentimes people with albinism have
no choice but to expose themselves to
the sun with little protection as they
must be outside to work, go to school,
and attend everyday business.

Unfortunately, the medical issues
that people with albinism face are the
least of their worries. The threat of
brutal violence looms over them at all
times. Tanzania Prime Minister
Mizengo Peter Pinda has condemned,
correctly, this violent crime against
people with albinism, but judicial and
enforcement barriers remain.

My meeting with Mariamu and local
families concerned about her plight,
and albinism in general, has moved me
to take action. I am contacting Presi-
dent Obama and the State Department
to urge them to place diplomatic pres-
sure on Tanzania’s federal and local
governments to end these crimes now,
these crimes against humanity, and to
provide education to dispel the myth
that body parts of those with albinism
have any special properties.

I also believe we must look at pro-
viding humanitarian and medical as-
sistance to people with albinism in
BEast Africa, with a focus in Tanzania
where most of these crimes have oc-
curred. To this end, I introduced House
Resolution 1088, a resolution recog-
nizing the plight of people with albi-
nism in East Africa, condemning these
murders and mutilations, and advo-
cating remedies to bring an end to this
heinous and misguided behavior.

Specifically, the resolution urges
governments in East Africa, particu-
larly the governments of Tanzania and
Burundi, to take immediate action to
prevent any further violence against
persons with albinism and to bring to
swift justice those who have engaged in
such reprehensible practices. It also
calls upon those governments, along
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with international organizations and
other donors, including the United
States, to actively support the edu-
cation of people with albinism about
the prevention of skin cancer and pro-
vide appropriate levels of assistance to-
ward that end.

Finally, it urges the United States to
work with the governments of East Af-
rica and international organizations
and other donors to eliminate violence
against people with albinism.

I urge my colleagues to join Mariamu
Stanford and me in bringing inter-
national attention to this horrific
abuse of human beings and to bring
those who have perpetrated that vio-
lence to justice by voting ‘‘yes’ on this
measure.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

I rise today in support of House Reso-
lution 1088.

In 2008, an undercover reporter for
the BBC’s Swahili Service broke the
horrific story of the occult-based
killings of albinos in parts of eastern
Burundi and northwest Tanzania. Since
that time, it has been revealed that al-
binos have been Kkilled and mutilated
by so-called ‘‘hunters’” who sell their
victims’ body parts to unscrupulous
traditional healers. The hunt is driven
by the absurd belief that albinos pos-
sess mystical powers and that their
body parts can be used as talismans to
bring wealth and good luck. The mar-
ket itself is driven by greed. It has
been reported that a complete set of
body parts can fetch up to $75,000 on
the black market.

To be clear, the hunting and mutila-
tion of albinos in East Africa is by no
means a common practice. The number
of attacks is relatively few in terms of
the broader population.

The hunting and mutilation of people
simply because they look different is
profoundly disturbing and requires us
to condemn it. This resolution calls
upon the governments in East Africa,
particularly in Burundi and Tanzania,
to take effective action to end these
senseless attacks which constitute
gross human rights violations. It also
calls upon those governments, with
support from international organiza-
tions and other donors, to take effec-
tive action to educate the general pop-
ulation with a view toward eliminating
discrimination and abuse.

I thank the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. ConNoLLY) for introducing this
measure, and I encourage my col-
leagues to support it.

With that, Madam Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. I want
to thank my friend and colleague from
Florida for her cooperation and support
and leadership on this issue.

I have to say, just on a personal note,
there are many issues I thought I
would face when I came here to the
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United States House of Representa-
tives; this was not one of them. It is an
incredible tale, but it is something
that we can do something about by
bringing pressure to bear on the gov-
ernments in East Africa. I thank my
friend from Florida in helping to make
that happen today.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in strong support of H.
Res. 1088, “Recognizing the plight of people
with albinism in East Africa and condemning
their murder and mutilation.”

Let me begin by thanking my colleague
Representative GERRY CONNOLLY for intro-
ducing this resolution, as it is important that
we recognize the plight of albinos in East Afri-
ca.
In recent years, the belief that albino body
parts, particularly limbs, have magical powers
has driven thousands of Africa’s albinos into
hiding. According to a report released in No-
vember of last year by the International Fed-
eration of Red Cross and Red Crescent Soci-
eties (IFRC), the killings of albino people in
Burundi and Tanzania, based on occult prac-
tices, have triggered a crisis involving almost
the entire albino population of the two coun-
tries.

The stories of these victims are heart
wrenching. | recall an article in the New York
Times in 2008 that vividly describes the horror
and fear that many Albinos live with on a daily
basis.

“In May 2008, Vumilia Makoye, 17, was eat-
ing dinner with her family in their hut in west-
ern Tanzania when two men showed up with
long knives, “Vumilia was like many other Afri-
cans with albinism. She had dropped out of
school because of severe near-sightedness, a
common problem for albinos, whose eyes de-
velop abnormally and who often have to hold
things like books or cell phones two inches
away to see them. She could not find a job
because no one would hire her. She sold pea-
nuts in the market, making $2 a week while
her delicate skin was seared by the sun.
When Vumilia’s mother, Jeme, saw the men
with knives, she tried to barricade the door of
their hut. But the men overpowered her and
burst in. “They cut my daughter quickly,” she
said, making hacking motions with her hands.
The men sawed off Vumilia’s legs above the
knee and ran away with the stumps. Vumilia
died. Yusuph Malogo, who lives nearby, fears
he may be next. He is also an albino and
works by himself on a rice farm. He now car-
ries a loud, silver whistle to blow for help. “I'm
on the run,” he said.”

According to the Red Cross, thousands
more albinos across a huge swathe of coun-
tryside, are unable to move freely to trade,
study or cultivate fields for fear of albino hunt-
ers. These albinos fear losing their lives and
limbs to unscrupulous dealers who can make
up to $75,000 selling a complete dis-
membered set.

In his New Year's address to the nation,
President Jakaya Kikwete of Tanzania said
the nation that the government would step up
efforts to stamp out the albino killings. | com-
mend the government of Tanzania for ac-
knowledging the danger posed to albinos in
their country, but | hope that Tanzania and
Burundi will do more to educate their nations
about albinos. The Albino Association of Tan-
zania says that although just 4,000 albinos are
officially registered in the country, they believe
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the actual number could be as high as
173,000. A census is now under way to try to
verify the figures.

In addition, in 2008, President Kikwete nom-
inated Al-Shymaa Kway-Geer to represent the
albino community at the national level. Ms.
Kway-Greer is the first Minister of Parliament
with albinism.

Yet, despite these improvements, people
with albinism still live in fear. As Samuel
Miuge, a Tanzania albino remarked to the re-
porter, “I feel like | am being hunted.” No one
should live in this state of fear. We must vo-
cally denounce such killings, and do every-
thing we can to prevent them from occurring
in the future. | ask that my colleagues support
this resolution. | also ask my colleagues for
their continued support albinos in East Africa.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I have no further requests for
time, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
CONNOLLY) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1088, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

—
O 1545

RECOGNIZING THE 189TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF GREEK INDEPENDENCE

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res.
1107) recognizing the 189th anniversary
of the independence of Greece and cele-
brating Greek and American democ-
racy.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1107

Whereas the ancient Greeks developed the
concept of democracy, in which the supreme
power to govern was vested in the people;

Whereas the Founding Fathers of the
United States, many of whom read Greek po-
litical philosophy in its original text, drew
heavily on the political experience and phi-
losophy of ancient Greece in forming our
representative democracy;

Whereas the Greek national anthem
(Hymn to Liberty) includes the words, ‘‘Most
heartily was gladdened George Washington’s
brave land’’;

Whereas Greek Commander in Chief Petros
Mavromichalis, a founder of the modern
Greek state, said to the citizens of the
United States in 1821 that ‘‘it is in your land
that liberty has fixed her abode and . . . in
imitating you, we shall imitate our ances-
tors and be thought worthy of them if we
succeed in resembling you’’;
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Whereas the people of the United States
generously offered humanitarian assistance
to the Greek people during their struggle for
independence;

Whereas Greece played a major role in the
World War II struggle to protect freedom and
democracy through such bravery as was
shown in the historic Battle of Crete, which
provided the Axis land war with its first
major setback, setting off a chain of events
that significantly affected the outcome of
World War II;

Whereas the price for Greece in holding
onto our common values in their region was
high, as hundreds of thousands of civilians
were Killed in Greece during World War II;

Whereas, throughout the 20th century,
Greece was one of a few countries that allied
with the United States in every major inter-
national conflict;

Whereas Greece is a strategic partner and
ally of the United States in bringing polit-
ical stability and economic development to
the volatile Balkan region, having invested
over $20,000,000,000 in the countries of the re-
gion, thereby creating over 200,000 new jobs,
and having contributed over $750,000,000 in
development aid for the region;

Whereas Greece was extraordinarily re-
sponsive to requests by the United States
during the war in Iraq, as Greece imme-
diately granted unlimited access to its air-
space and the base in Souda Bay, and many
ships of the United States that delivered
troops, cargo, and supplies to Iraq were refu-
eled in Greece;

Whereas Greece is an active participant in
peacekeeping and peace-building operations
conducted by international organizations,
including the United Nations, the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the Eu-
ropean Union (EU), and the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE);

Whereas its Chairmanship of OSCE in 2009
underlined Greece’s continued commitment
to the trans-Atlantic community;

Whereas in August 2004, the Olympic
Games came home to Athens, Greece, the
land of their ancient birthplace 2,500 years
ago and the city of their modern revival in
1896;

Whereas Greece received worldwide praise
for its extraordinary handling during the
2004 Olympics of over 14,000 athletes and over
2,000,000 spectators and journalists, which it
did efficiently, securely, and with its famous
Greek hospitality;

Whereas Greece, located in a region where
Christianity meets Islam and Judaism,
maintains excellent relations with Muslim
nations and Israel;

Whereas the Government of Greece has had
extraordinary success in recent years in fur-
thering cross-cultural understanding and has
been consistently working for rapproche-
ment with Turkey, as most recently dem-
onstrated by Prime Minister George
Papandreou’s visit to Turkey in October
2009, just days following his election, his
first diplomatic trip abroad;

Whereas Greece and the United States are
at the forefront of the effort for freedom, de-
mocracy, peace, stability, and human rights;

Whereas those and similar ideals have
forged a close bond between Greece and the
United States and their peoples;

Whereas March 25, 2010, Greek Independ-
ence Day, marks the 189th anniversary of the
beginning of the revolution that freed the
Greek people from the Ottoman Empire and
celebrates the aspirations for democracy
that the peoples of Greece and the United
States share; and

Whereas it is proper and desirable for the
United States to celebrate this anniversary
with the Greek people and to reaffirm the
democratic principles from which these two

H1195

great nations were born: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) extends warm congratulations and best
wishes to the people of Greece as they cele-
brate the 189th anniversary of the independ-
ence of Greece;

(2) expresses support for the principles of
democratic governance to which the people
of Greece are committed; and

(3) notes the important role that Greece
has played in the wider European region and
in the community of nations since gaining
its independence 189 years ago.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and to include extra-
neous material on the resolution under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H. Res. 1107.

I would like to begin by thanking my
good friend and ranking member of the
Foreign Affairs Committee, Ms. ILEANA
ROS-LEHTINEN, for her leadership in in-
troducing this important resolution
which marks the 189th anniversary of
Greek independence.

I am pleased to announce that, mo-
ments ago, the administration accept-
ed Greece as a participant in the Visa
Waiver Program.

As the birthplace of democracy,
Greece stands alone among nations in
its influence over our modern Amer-
ican Government. Our Founders fash-
ioned our society based in significant
part on the political experience and
philosophy of the ancient Greeks.

Today, we stand here in a room sur-
rounded by images of some of the
greatest thinkers of world history,
many of them Greek. We stand in a
building inspired by ancient Greek ar-
chitectural designs. We continue to
legislate today under Greek ideals of
democratic governance.

The Greek contribution to world cul-
ture is hardly limited to politics. From
the ancient works of Homer, Plato, and
Aristophanes, to the sculpture of
Praxiteles, to the ethical sensibility of
Hippocrates, to the mathematical in-
sights of Archimedes and Pythagoras,
we are indebted to the Greek nation for
its scientific, philosophical, and artis-
tic contributions to the development of
the finest aspects of civilization.

The Greek-American bond, inspired
by the ancients, remains vibrant today.
Throughout the modern era, Greece
has been one of the United States’
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strongest allies, supporting us in every
major international conflict. Today,
our two nations express their mutual
commitment to safeguarding democ-
racy and freedom through a partner-
ship in NATO and through bilateral de-
fense cooperation.

Situated at the crossroads of three
continents, Greece holds a strategic po-
sition in the Mediterranean region.
Over the past decade, Athens has pur-
sued path-breaking diplomacy that has
resulted, for example, in meaningful
rapprochement with neighboring Tur-
key.

In that regard, we especially want to
welcome to Washington Prime Min-
ister George Papandreou, who is vis-
iting us this very week. As foreign
minister in the 1990s and in the first
years of this century, Mr. Papandreou
was essentially the architect of that
rapprochement with Turkey. Thanks
largely to his vision, the threat of war
in the Aegean, a near constant for
many decades, has now diminished. In
a remarkable gesture of friendship and
reconciliation, Prime Minister Papand-
reou, newly elected last fall, made Tur-
key the site of his very first Prime
Ministerial trip abroad.

As we commemorate today the 189th
anniversary of Greek independence, we
would be remiss if we failed to ac-
knowledge the rich contributions of
Greek immigrants and their descend-
ants to the United States. Their ac-
complishments are a testament to the
greatness of their land of origin.

Madam Speaker, I extend anniver-
sary congratulations to Greece, an an-
cient country of noble traditions. I join
with all Americans and democracy
lovers throughout the world in cele-
brating Greek heritage and our thriv-
ing Greek-American friendship. I urge
my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, the greatest aspect
of Greek influence on our country has
its roots in the classical era of ancient
Greece—that point in time when the
Greek political philosophy of democ-
racy was born. In our political debates
today, we can easily see the continuing
influence of that classical age in our
lives.

How different would the world be
today if the Greeks of that day had not
stood up to the invading armies of the
Persian Empire? Unfortunately, al-
though the ancient Greek political phi-
losophers first conceived of democratic
self-government, after their time
passed, the Greek nation, itself, in fact,
became a part of larger empires.

It was ruled for centuries by men
with unquestioned and arbitrary power
over life and death—the antithesis of
democracy. By the start of the 1800s,
however, the signs were clear. The
Greek people saw the opportunity and
were determined to win back their
independence and to live in liberty
once again.
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The most eloquent advocate for lib-
erty in 